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THE finest piece of co-operation in library 
history is that which has been announced within 
the month in the proposed consolidation of the 
library foundations of New York City. The 
Astor Library, the Lenox Library and the Tilden 
Trust were each sufficient, in almost any other 
city than metropolitan New York, to provide 
adequately for a great library, and it is most 
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creditable to the recent administration of the | 


Lenox Library that this, as well as the Astor 


Library, has, within its limitations, been put | 
freely at the service of the public. But no one | 


of these individually, with those limiting con- 
ditions, could be adequate in New York, while 
the consolidation of al] into the ‘‘ New York 
Public Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foun- 
dations,” as it is ingeniously proposed to call 


the new institution, brings everything together | 
into a happy whole. New York will now fairly | 


rival Boston and Chicago as a library city, and 


we may fairly expect that Brooklyn will take | 


the hint and begin a like consolidation of its 
library enterprises. Such a movement has, in- 
deed, been considered in Brooklyn, and one 
seems also under way in Philadelphia, where 
the consolidation of the Pepper Free Library 


| 
| 


ing of scientific books, and the correspondence 
from the Royal Society, already given in 
Science, which we reprint elsewhere. There is 
nothing more wasteful in the whole range of 
duplication than incomplete and inadequate 
indexing, where practically complete and ade- 
quate work is possible. The Royal Society, 
which is officially and in practice the leading 
organization of the scientific world, renders a 
great service to science and to bibliography in 
initiating this undertaking, and it is scarcely 
necessary to appeal to American librarians on 
their side to do everything possible to promote 
the success of this admirable plan. We heartily 
second the appeal to publishers to do every- 
thing in their power to make the enterprise pos- 
sible. 


Ir should not be forgotten that the new Gov- 
ernment Publications law distributes to members 
of Congress a large stock of Government publi- 
cations hitherto uselessly on storage. These, it 
is understood, will not come under the charge of 


| the new superintendent of documents, and there- 
| fore librarians should be on the alert to make sure 


with the libraries of the board of education has | 


led to definite plans for a general consolida- 


tion of libraries, so that the spirit of co-op- | 


eration for which the American Library Asso- 
ciation has stood, through so many years, is 
now bearing most noble fruit. With the sev- 
eral libraries of the New York Free Circu- 
lating Library as branches, it is scarcely pos- 
sible to conceive of a finer system than this 
new plan for New York outlines, and the 
greatest credit that is possible within words 
should be given to the trustees of the several 
bodies, who have voted to combine the individ- 
ualities of their several institutions tothis grand 
consummation. 


ANOTHER example of proposed co-operation 
ona large scale is outlined in the report of the 
Harvard University committee on the index- 


that through their senators or representatives 
they get such documents as may be of service 
tothem. If this stock, as it reaches the hands 
of congressmen, is not promptly called for by 
those who are likely to use it, it will doubtless 
find its way to the usual tomb of Government 
publications —the second-hand dealer or the 
junkshop — and it is better that librarians, there- 
fore, should ask for everything that they might 
possibly want, in the hope of getting what they 
do want and exchanging the remainder, than it 
is to take the chance of losing publications 
which will be of great value in the right place 
and of no earthly value in the wrong place. 


Wuize it is not improper that books in astate 
library should be to a certain extent at the ser- 
vice of the citizens of the capital city, and that 
a state library should thus become in a measure 


at 
5 
— 
” 
a, 
= =, 
| 
4, 
| 
| 
4 
ae 
‘ 
| 
rid 
i 


76 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. [ March, '95 


a local circulating library, this policy is only 
possible under wise limitations, and it seems to be 
the general opinion, within and without the New 
York State Library, that _the circulating feature 
of that library, under its present liberal admin- 
istration, has cramped too much its value as a 
reference collection. Both the library profes- 
sion and the public have reason to know that 
under Mr. Dewey’s administration the most 
liberal arrangements possible are sure to be 
made in everything tending towards the accom- 
modation of all kinds of readers, so that if the 
State Library determines to curtail the use of 
its books for circulation, it may be taken for 
granted that it is right in so doing, and that the 
books are refused for less valuable uses, not 
that they may stand idle on the shelves but that 
they may do more important service elsewhere. 
It is well known to librarians that there is a 
great growth in the extent to which books are 
sent from the State Library to the over 500 insti- 
tutions in the university and to scholars in dif- 
ferent parts of the state who have claims on the 
collection in prosecuting their studies. It was 
inevitable that the State Library, in doing this 
very important work, should find it necessary to 
curtail somewhat the merely local and incidental 
use of books. This curtailment, however, has 
been greatly exaggerated by the newspapers, as 
it really amounts to little beyond refusing to 
supply citizens of Albany with current novels 
for their recreation. 


THE announcement that the trustees of the 
John Crerar Library have determined to estab- 
lish a scientific reference library is of very gen- 
eral interest. The decision has come as some- 
thing of a surprise, for though it was understood 
that no attempt would be made to enter the 
** general” field, so fully occupied by the Chi- 
cago Public Library, it was believed that the di- 
rectors were inclined towards Americana or 
religion as the specialty of the library. The 
choice of science is an admirable one, covering, 
as it does, a field that it is practically impossible 
for most libraries to occupy even partially, and 
that is of the utmost use and value to a very large 
portion of the public. Whether the develop- 
ment of the library on these lines is entirely in 
accord with the intention of its founder is another 
matter; it is probable that Mr. Crerar, who in 
his will forbade the inclusion of *‘ French novels 
and all skeptical trash” in his library, would 
have included in the latter category many books 


that will find rightful place in the Crerar Library 
of Science. But it is an excellent thing that the 
trustees have givenso broad and wise a con- 
struction to the terms of a will that might have 
been interpreted ina far narrower spirit. They 
have shown a real appreciation of their respon- 
sibility and a desire to use the trust committed 
to them in such a way as to afford ‘‘ the greatest 
good tothe greatest number.” Their declared 
intention is to take the term science in its most 
catholic sense, including not only abstract and 
technical science, but the science of sociology, of 
architecture, of astronomy, of art and govern- 
mént, as well as the science of electricity, en- 
gineering and mechanics. A library planned on 
these lines, rightly developed, freely and broad- 
ly administered, would be a boon not only to 
the city possessing it, but to scholars, students, 
and investigators throughout the country — and 
such a library it is within the power of the 
Crerar trustees to establish. 


THere has been a most gratifying develop- 
ment along the lines of library progress since 
the new year. Vermont has now a state library 
commission and a state association, both of 
which are doing effective work, Wisconsin is 
about to join the ranks of states possessing li- 
brary commissions, in Ohio a state library asso- 
ciation has just been formed, with a large mem- 
bership and larger supply of enthusiasm, and a 
bill is pending in the Pennsylvania legislature 
providing for the establishment of libraries in 
every school district of the state. Each of these 
movements has been the direct result of active 
and persevering effort on the part of A. L. A. 
workers, and two of them, at least, had their in- 
ception at the Lake Placid Conference. It is 
not to be expected that this rate of progress will 
be continued during the year—that were too 
millennial a prospect; but there is certainly a 
most hopeful promise for the future, and it does 
not seem unduly optimistic to look forward to 
the time when each state shall have its library 
laws, its library commission, its state association 
and its local library societies. Indeed, in this 
movement every state that joins the library 
ranks may be counted twice, once for itself and 
once for its example — for state pride is almost 
as vital a point as civic pride, and the argument 
that a state is behind its sister states in progres- 
siveness, and especially in educational matters, 
is one of the most powerful levers of public 
sentiment. 
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SOME LIBRARIES OF THE NORTHWEST. 


By R. R. Bowker. 


How large a country and how great a nation 
we have in these United States of America isthe 
subject of vast spread-eagleoratory. Perhapsit 
is more accurate to say was the subject of the 
large-voiced orator, since both he and his sub- 
ject have given way in later years to the careful 
student who is, perhaps, inclined to emphasize 
the difficulties and dangers of national vastness, 
rather than to glory indiscriminately and pro- 
miscuously in that characteristic feature of our 
national being. The orator stayed at home and 
talked; the student travels and observes and re- 
ports. But when a hundred such students and 
observers and reporters crossed the continent in 
1891 to visit their library brethren on the West- 
ern coast, their journey from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific opened their eyes and their minds to a 
serious sense of the largeness and greatness, in 
the true sense, of the national life, in the best 
features of which they were becoming so im- 
portant a part. It was a comfortable surprise 
to Eastern librarians to find how important and 
how educational a part in national progress 
was taken by the librarians of the Pacific 
coast, whether in the great libraries of San 
Francisco, the original and pioneer work at Los 
Angeles, or the modest, but intelligent endeav- 
ors of the smaller libraries in the still younger 
communities scattered through the state of Cali- 
fornia. But this visit included only California 
itself, and except that the ubiquitous and indus- 
trious Mr. Fletcher found time to make a work- 
ing missionary visit as far north as Seattle, little 
has been known by librarians in the East of the 
library development of the Northwest. 

The finest separate library building on the Pa- 
cific coast is the home of the Library Association 
of Portland, Oregon. The site is at the corner of 
Seventh and Stark streets, a third of a mile back 
from the Willamette River front, just beyond 
the high-water mark of the flood of June, 1894, 
on the river plain, above which rise the pictur- 
esque heights of this venerable city of the Pacific 
coast — already a half centuryold! Itisa noble 
building, in Romanesque design, of simple and 
effective lines, occupying a frontage of 144 feer 
on Stark street, its base of Nelson Island granite 
with upper walls of light-colored sandstone, sur- 
mounted at a height of so feet with a tile roof. 
In design, the facade has some resemblance to 
the new Boston Public Library building. The 


main entrance is through a three-door vestibule, 
which leads up by a few sters to the main corri 
dor, through which one reaches the main book- 
room, handsomely furnished, with stacks effec- 
tively arranged on either side, and having the 
librarian’s quarters at one end and the ladies’ 
room at the other. This floor also contains 
newspaper and magazine rooms and a chess- 
room. In the basement are accommodations 
for receiving and handling books. On the second 
floor is a large memorial hall, which is to be 
the home of the Portland Art Museum, with lec- 
ture-room, reference-room and directors’ room. 
The memorial hall is dedicated to the memory 
of Miss Ella M. Smith, from whose bequest the 
edifice was built. She left for this purpose real 
estate appraised at the time the building was 
commenced, in 1890, at from $130,000 to $1 40,- 
ooo, and it was decided to hold this property, 
borrowing upon its security such money as 
might be required as the building progressed. 
This plan proved a profitable one until the 
crisis of 1893, when values and rentals fell to 
such an extent as to cause some embarrassment 
to the Library Association; but the property is 
still valued as high as $127,000, and the library 
has surmounted its difficulties fairly well. The 
new building was finished in 1893, and the 
books were removed, to the extent of nearly 
20,000, in June, 1893, in seven working days. 
The stack-room contains present accommoda- 
tions for about 30,000 volumes, and provision 
can ultimately be made for 120,000 volumes. 

The Association was started as a subscription 
library in 1864, and it was not until 1594 that the 
dues were reduced from $9 to $5 a year. It had, 
at the last report, 101 perpetual memberships, 
214 half-yearly, 310 monthly, and 36 honorary 
members. The library had not been opened 
Sundays, but the directors agreed to provide for 
Sunday opening if 100 persons would become 
annual members who had never been members 
of the Library Association and whose wish was 
that the library should be open Sunday. 

It is pleasant to note that this most important 
library of the Northwest is under the charge of 
an active member of the American Library As- 
sociation and a graduate of the library school of 
Pratt Institute, and it is also gratifying to re- 
cord that Mr. Daniel F. W. Bursch, who, in 1893, 
succeeded Mr. Henry A. Oxen as librarian of 
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the Library Association, is heartily desirous of 
making his library a centre of such work and 
inspiration as the American Library Association 
and the several library schools promote. On re- 
ceiving his appointment, Mr. Bursch wisely 
made a tour of the foremost libraries of the East, 
and consulted librarians in the leading cities, 
with the purpose of adding to his own knowl- 
edge and experience the best he could glean 
from others; thus he reached Portland equipped 
with the best information from New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia, Albany, Buffalo, Chicago, 
Denver, and other centres. In his first report 
(the goth annual report of the Association) he 
makes pleasant mention in especial of the cour- 
tesies extended to him by Miss Cutler at Albany, 
and Mr. Carr at Scranton. With the beginning 
of 1894 Mr. Bursch started a four-page bulletin 
called Our Library, which has proved a valuable 
record of the work of the library and of the Uni- 
versity Extension lectures carried on in connec- 
tion with it. 

The State Library of Oregon is in the Capitol 
at Salem, also situated in the plain of the 
Willamette River, and named, like its sister 
city, from one of the old cities of the Atlantic 
coast. Salem, Oregon, unlike its ancient pro- 
totype of Massachusetts, is laid out on broad 
lines, the narrowest of its streets being 99 feet 
wide. Inits centre is a considerable park which 
contains the State Capitol, of an order of archi- 
tecture which we have come to associate with 
Capitol buildings, with its two wings and crown- 
ing dome. The library occupies one wing on 
the upper floor, and is under care of Mr. J. B. 
Putnam, who, though he has never come into 
relations with the library spirit, is desirous of 
making his library something more thana mere 
collection of law-books, as it is now. So far, 
there is, in fact, scarce anything but law-books 
in the library, three or four volumes referring 
to the history of the state being the exception 
tothe rule. The library at Portland some time 
since announced its intention of providing for as 
fulla collection as could be made of publications 
of and relating to Oregon, and this function of 
state record which belongs properly to a state 
library is not unappreciated by Mr. Putnam, 
who hopes to become a friendly rival of Mr. 
Bursch in collecting the materials for the history 
of this young state before the lapse of time has 
made it too late to make such a collection ade- 
quately. 

In the new state of Washington the State 


Library is to be found at Olympia, picturesquely 
situated on rising ground at the head or south 
end of Puget Sound. The old white barn, for- 
merly the Capitol, was deserted some years ago, 
and work upon the fine new Capitol, which is to 
look down from its heights over the waters of 
the sound, is but just commenced, Meanwhile 
the state departments have taken refuge in 
business blocks, in one of which the State Li- 
brary, under the care of Mr. F. T. Gilbert, has 
fairly good quarters. Like its sister library in 
the adjoining state, this is largely a library of 
law-books, but it has also a miscellaneous de- 
partment, for which a considerable appropria- 
tion has been made, and some attention has 
already been given to the collection of the lit- 
erature of and relating to the state. Mr. Gilbert, 
although like Mr. Putnam, sequestered from 
association with other librarians, is heartily 
desirous of making the State Library all that it 
should be, and any Eastern /ibrarians who find 
their way to the Pacific coast will find here, as 
everywhere, cordial welcome and a hearty de- 
sire to take advantage of their presence to learn 
of any new points in library progress. 

The City Library of Tacoma is now housed 
in the newly completed City Hall, whose tall, 
Square tower is one of the picturesque land- 
marks of this interesting city, crowning the 
precipitous bluff which overlooks the harbor. 
The library had been started in 1886 by Mrs. 
Grace R. Moore, with the help of Mr. Walter 
J. Thompson and others, and had occupied 
small rooms in a business block. In 1892, in 
which year the present librarian was appointed, 
the city granted a monthly appropriation of $250, 
and on the completion of the City Hall, in May, 
1893, assigned to it the free use of one-half the 
upper story. In January, 1894, the city took 
over the property and control from the former 
Library Association. It is now under the charge 
of a library committee of the City Council, of 
which Mr, John Hartman is chairman, with an 
advisory committee consisting of representatives 
of the Commercial Club, the Trades Council 
(labor organizations) and the Chamber of Com- 
merce, and Mrs. Grace R. Moore, the originator 
of the library. Provision is made against po- 
litical change by fixing the librarian’s term 
at five years and by giving him the appointment 
of the assistants. The main library is a large 
room with open shelves around it, giving free 
access to all books, adjoining which on one 
side is the librarian’s and cataloging room and 


hy 
ve 
ah 


tHE CITY LIBRARY OF TACOMA, WASHINGTON 


4 
a 
ni 
4, 


PORTLAND 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BUILLDIN PORTI 
G, POR AND, ORE 


COFPRIDOR 


eee eee 


zu 

<u 

J | 


| 
f 
‘ PORTLAND ART MUSEUM 
REFrecer = = 
i 
Second Floor Plan. 
« i 2 | 
+ Cc oe € “eg 
4 
First Floer Plan. 
SROUND FLOOR PLANS OF THE REDLAND BUTLDING 


March, '95] 


the ladies reading-room, and on the other a news- 
paper-room, in which newspapers are arranged 
geographically from West to East. 

Mr. W: Curtis Taylor, the librarian, who is 
assisted by Miss Amy Hall, is one of the most 
enterprising librarians on the Pacific coast, and 
despite the fact that he has had little opportu- 
nity of communication with his fellow-members 
of the profession, has shown great enterprise 
and originality in his development of the library. 
Mr. Taylor is rightly proud of the fact that out 
of a stock of 2000 circulating books his loansina 
single year have reached 28,000, a ratio of 14 to 
one. Mr. Taylor believes heartily inthe fullest 
and freest relation with the public, the schools, 
labor organizations, literary clubs, and the 
young people, and, as he says, makes the public 
itself,as far as possible, a ‘‘ committee of the 
whole” on the selection of books. On the 
shelves Mr. Taylor has an ingenious book- 
dummy of his own contrivance,on the back of 
which isa placard: ‘‘ Books are plainly numbered 
or lettered. Please put them back exactly in 
their places,” and about the room are placards 
in large type containing an extract from his li- 
brarian’s report of 1894: ‘‘ An application to 
the librarian will generally bring out from the 
heart of our books somewhat more than appears 
on their face. NEVER HESITATE TO ASK QUES- 
TIONS —it keeps us posted on our stock; and we 
like that.” 

The library under the city ordinance receives 
five per cent. of the revenue from fines and 
licenses; but this is inadequate, and the legis- 
lature has been asked to permit a one mill tax 
on city valuation. Meantime, the library has 
been helped out somewhat by receptions and 
devices of that sort. During the past winter 
there has been given a series of lectures in 
the library rooms, covering a wide range in 
literature, history, economics, etc., for whichthe 
admission fee was, ‘‘ adults, 25 cents, or a book; 
children, 10 cents, or a book.’’ Among thesub- 
jects were the history of the Northwest, the 
Indians, profit-sharing, etc. Mr. Taylor takes 
every possible opportunity to make the library 
known to his constituency, and issued in Sep- 
tember, 1894, a tasteful and interesting descrip- 
tion of the library and its work, including a 
conversational statement of the decimal classifi- 
cation, from which pamphlet the illustrations 
of the library are taken. Mr. Taylor has in- 
vented a number of practical devices, among 
which an ingenious newspaper-clip should be 
noted. Itisinteresting to note that he began li- 
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brary life as a boy in the Apprentices’ Library, 
Philadelphia, years ago. 

In one of the suburban extensions of Tacoma 
is a charming small library building, erected 
by a well-known real-estate investor, as one of 
the central features of his real estate improve- 
ment plans. Since the ‘‘boom” collapsed, 
these suburbs of Tacoma, which were planned 
on a gigantic scale, have for the time being 
been of less importance, but with the normal 
growth of the city they will again become im- 
portant centres of development, and this suburb 
wil! have all the better chance of success be- 
cause of the wise forethought of its founder in 
providing the attractive feature of a library. 

The sister and rival city of Seattle, terraced 
with its nestling lakes on the rise of ground on 
the east shore of Puget Sound, 20 miles to the 
north, organized a City Library in 1890, when 
the present charter was obtained, and made the 
library a regular part of the city organization. 
In June of 1894 it was removed to its present 
home, on the fifth floor of the Collins office 
building, on the main street, where it has at- 
tractive and convenient quarters. The elevator 
gives entrance to a large reception-room, con- 
taining catalog-tables, delivery-desk, and cases 
for new books and magazines. The stack- 
room contains now about 12,000 books, and the 
yearly issues run somewhat above 100,000 to 
nearly 7000 cardholders. Next to the stack- 
room are the librarian's office and the trustees’ 
room. There is a fine reading-room, well 
lighted, with accommodations for nearly 100 
readers, and a separate reference-room, with 
tables, writing-desks, etc., for about 30. The 
most distinctive feature of the library is the 
ladies’ reading-room, about 34x 16, carpeted 
and furnished as beautifully as the drawing- 
room of a private house ; this is maintained 
by the help of a ladies’ society, which has 
special charge of this room and provides a 
special fund for pictures and books on art, 
which are displayed in it. The library is sup- 
ported by the receipt of 10 per cent. of the 
city licenses and fines, amounting last year to 
$14,000. The removal and furnishing of the 
new rooms left a debt of about $1000, which was 
paid off promptly through a subscription opened 
by one of the local dailies. Mr. J: D. Atkin- 
son is the librarian, and Miss E, N. Henry is his 
capable and enterprising chief assistant, and the 
library is, perhaps, the best manned — or 
womaned —of any of its size on the coast. 
The whole appearance of the library is attrac- 
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tively comfortable, and it seems one of the 
active centres of city life. Mr. Fletcher, in 1891, 
started a card catalog for the library, and a first 
printed catalog was issued in September, 1893. 
A librarian who voyages as far north as 
Alaska will be glad to find in Sitka the begin- 
ning of a library, although it is not yet more 
than a beginning. In that curious little town, 
with its Russian‘block bouses, its Greek church, 
its huddles of Indian dwellings, are the exten- 
sive buildings of the Presbyterian Mission, one 
of which is a museum, in which the antiquities 
and curiosities of Alaska are gathered, and in 
connection with which is, or is supposed to 
be, the Sheldon Jackson Library, although this 
nucleus of the future public library of the cap- 
ital of Alaskais not easily to be found in the 
short stay of the ordinary tourist. This is also 


the headquarters of the Alaska Historical Asso- 
ciation, which has already printed one or two 
pamphlets on Alaskan history and geography, 
and the fact that the museum, library, and his- 
torical society have at least made a start is good 
promise for the future. 

As yet there are no library associations in 
the Northwest, but there has recently been 
some consultation with a view to organizing 
library clubs, one for Tacoma and Seattle, the 
other for Portland and the near cities, and com- 
bining these into a Library Association of the 
Northwest. This will do much to develop the 
library spirit and library progress in that part of 
the country, and it is to be hoped that one of 
these days the librarians of the Northwest may 
be the hosts of a conference of the American 
Library Association. 


THE COLLATING OF LIBRARY BOOKS. 


By W: I. 


PERHAPS there was never a more conspicuous 
example of the failure of the principle ‘‘ In the 
multitude of counsellors there is safety,” than 
was furnished by the vote of “nearly unani- 
mous” agreement at the Chicago Conference 
(Lin, J. 18: C88) that “ It does not pay to collate 
all new books.” Of courseitdoesnot. Butthe 
mischief of such a statement is that it will not be 
rightly understood. Doesit mean that there are 
exceptions to the rule of collating all books? If 
so, agree. But if it means (as it will often be 
understood) that only certain kinds of books, 
rare or expensive ones for example, should be 
collated, then I disagree, and lament that such 
a principle should seem to be accepted by the 
assembled librarians. 

It is essential that all accessions should be 
collated, except in cases where there can be no 
redress if imperfections are found, and at the 
same time the books are of a character which 
makes it not worth while for imperfections to be 
noted in the accession or other catalog. This 
double requirement for exceptions makes the 
rule of collating almost universal. It has al- 
ways been so in libraries under my direction, 
and I can recall without reference to any list or 
memorandum, the following important books 
which at one time or another I have returned 
for the lack, in each case, of one whole signa- 
ture, securing good copies in exchange: Lippin- 
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cott’s Gazetteer, Smith’s ‘‘ Dictionary of Greek 
and Roman antiquities,” new ed.; Ruskin’s 
Works, author’s edition (one volume lacked the 


frst signature), Lockyer’s “ Dawn ofastronomy,” 


Larned’s ‘‘ History for ready reference.” Be- 
sides these more important books, multitudes of 
less consequence have been rejected. Beyond the 
mere advantage of securing good copies in the 
place of imperfect ones (and it has certainly paid 
us in this respect alone), I prize the moral effect 
upon booksellers and publishers of having de- 
fective copies returned. It happened that on 
having the first lot of books received here after 
I took charge collated, one was found imper- 
fect and sent back. Not long after, my assistant 
was in the store where the books were purchased, 
and thedealer said to him, ‘‘ He caught me up 
on the first lot!” The number of imperfectly 
folded, wrongly gathered, and otherwise defective 
copies of new books, issued by nearly all pub- 
lishers, surpasses the belief of one familiar with 
the precautions taken in good book offices. A 
steady undertow of such copies, setting back to 
the offices from the libraries, may do much to 
increase the care taken, and so protect not only 
the libraries, but the great mass of private buy- 
ers, who never think of collating their purchases, 
thus fulfilling a part of the proper mission of li- 
braries, in raising the standard of excellence in 
book-making as well as in literature. 
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We also pursue with very satisfactory results 
the policy of collating all books returned after 
binding or repair. Hardly a lot comes in from 


which some specimen of bad work (generally in | 


misplacement of sections) is not sent back, to be 
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athorn in the side of the binder. Book-lovers are 
| always complaining of the maltreatment of books 
| by bookbinders. What better service can we 
render to the whole guild of bookish people than 
| by insisting on correct and careful bibliopegy ? 


CO-OPERATION IN THE CATALOGING OF SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE, 


AN important step towards a co-operative sys- 
tem of cataloging scientific literature was taken 
in March, 1894, by the Royal Society of London. 
In that month the Society sent to various insti- 
tutions of learning acircular letter, pointing out 
the need of more thorough indexing of scientific 
literature than is accomplished by the ‘* Cata- 
logue of scientific papers" in its present form, 
and suggesting the preparation and publication of 
a catalog or index by acentral office supported by 
international contributions, which should be sup- 
plied with all information necessary for the con- 
struction of the catalog; either by having all 
periodicals, monographs, etc., sent direct to 
the office to be cataloged there, or by various 
institutions undertaking to send in portions of 
the catalog already prepared, or by both methods 
combined. The object of the communication 
was to ascertain how far such a scheme com- 
mended itself to scientific bodies and scientific 
men, and to obtain suggestions as to the best 
methods of carrying on the work. 

In Harvard University a committee of the 
university council was appointed to consider the 
communication of the Royal Society, and a re- 
port from the committee was accepted by the 
council in the autumn of 1894. The full text of 
this report, together with the letter of the Royal 
Society, was contributed by Prof. H.P. Bowditch, 
chairman of the university committee, to Science 
of Feb. 15. These are reprinted elsewhere, and 
deserve the careful attention of all librarians, 
both from their intrinsic interest and from the 
methods of procedure outlined. The recommen- 
dations of the university committee make 
definite suggestions for the establishment of such 
a central bureau, decide in favor of a card cata- 
log, and present a careful plan of action. The 
co-operation of publishers is urged as an essen- 
tial element of success, and one of the most im- 
portant suggestions is that requiring ‘‘a brief 
statement, not to exceed eight lines, to be pre- 
pared by the author himself,” summarizing the 
subject, character, and aim of his work. 

The matter is of very present importance to 


librarians and should enlist their attention and 
co-operation. Mr. W.H., Tillinghast, of Harvard 
University Library, writes as follows regarding 
| the published correspondence: 

‘* The letter of the Royal Society and the re- 
port of the Harvard committee will be full of 
interest to librarians, though many of them, I 
| fancy, will find in the expectations of the Har- 
| vard committee an undue optimism in regard to 
the practical effect of correct reasoning, and will 
think the more chastened hopes of the Royal 
Society more likely to be fulfilled. The man- 
agement of the Library Bureau, who have ex- 
perience in securing books for cataloging from 
publishers, could doubtless express a valu- 
able opinion upon the practicability of secur- 
ing from publishers and editors a prompt 
and full supply of printed titles annotated by 
the authors, 

‘In the connection I may note that a discus- 
sion of a current index of botanical literature is 
contained in the Proceedings of the Madison Botan- 
ical Congress of 1893; Madison, 1894, pp. 45-52. 
With the current card index of botanical litera- 
ture which is now appearing under the super- 
vision of Mr. A. B. Seymour, of Cambridge, 
readers of the JOURNAL are doubtless familiar.” 

Mr. Herbert Putnam, Librarian of the Boston 
Public Library, also writes: ‘'I enclose here- 
with a transcript from the issue of Science dated 
February 15, embodying certain correspondence 
which appears to me to be of peculiar interest to 
librarians; and upon which it is peculiarly ap- 
propriate that librarians should be heard. 

‘* As appears from the letters, the matter has 
thus far progressed no further than an inquiry 
on the one hand met by a suggestion on the 
other. It is, therefore, open to discussion and 
further suggestion, both as to general scope and 
as to detail, I trust that librarians will feel an 
interest sufficient to induce them to enter into 
the discussion either in the columns of the Jour- 
NAL or by direct correspondence with the com- 
mittee of the university council or the secre- 
taries of the Royal Society.” 
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A CARD CATALOG OF SCIENTIFIC 
LITERATURE. 
Correspondence reprinted from Science, Feb. 15, 1895. 


Editor of Science. 

Dear Sir: The efforts which students of the 
natural sciences are constantly making to pro- 
vide themselves with more complete summaries 
of the literature of their various departments all 
testify to the existence of a widespread feeling of 
dissatisfaction with the existing methods of cata- 
loging scientific papers and reporting upon the 
results of scientific research. That this dissatis- 
faction is felt by none more keenly than by those 
engaged in the work is shown by the appeal 
made last spring by the Royal Society to various 
universities and learned societies for advice as 
to the feasibility of maintaining by international 
co-operation a complete catalog of current scien- 
tific literature 

In adopting the recommendations of the com- 
mittee as printed below, the University council 
voted ‘‘that the secretary of the council be in- 
structed to transmit to the Royal Society a letter 
stating the opinion of this council, that the ex- 
pression ‘scientific literature’ as used in the 
above recommendation ought to receive a very 
broad interpretation,” 

Yours very truly, 
H. P. Bowpitcu. 


LETTER FROM THE SECRETARIES OF THE ROYAL 
SOCIETY. 


THE ROYAL SOCIETY, 
Burlington House, March 22, 1894. 

Sir: The Royal Society of London, as you 
are probably aware, has published nine quarto 
volumes of *‘ The catalogue of scientific papers,” 
the first volume of the decade 1874-83 having 
been issued last year. 

This catalog is limited to periodical scientific 
literature, é. ¢., to papers published in the trans- 
actions, etc., of societies, and in journals; it 
takes no account whatever of monographs and 
independent books, however important. The 
titles, moreover, are arranged solely according 
to authors’ names; and though the Society has 
long had under consideration the preparation of, 
and it is hoped may eventually issue, asa key 
to the volumes already published, alist in which 
the titles are arranged according to subject- 
matter, thecatalog is still being prepared accord- 
ing to authors’ names. Further, though the 
Society has endeavored to include the titles of 
all the scientific papers published in periodicals 
of acknowledged standing, the catalog is, even 
as regards periodical! literature, confessedly in- 
complete, owing to the omission of the titles of 
papers published in periodicals of little impor- 
tance, or not easy of access. 

Owing to the great development of scientific 
literature, the task of the Society in continuing 
the catalog, even in its present form, is rapidly 
increasing in difficulty. At the same time it is 


clear that the progress of science would be 
greatly helped by, indeed, almost demands, the 
compilation of a catalog which should aim at 
completeness, and should contain the titles of 
scientific publications, whether appearing in 


periodicals or independently. In such a catalog 
the titles should be arranged not only according 
to authors’ names, but also according to subject- 
matter, the text of each paper and not the title 
only being consulted for the latter purpose. 
And the value of the catalog would be greatly 
enhanced by a rapid periodical issue, and by 
publication in such a form that the portion which 
pertains to any particular branch of science might 
be obtained separately. 

It is needless to say that the preparation and 
publication of such a complete catalog is far be- 
yond the power and means of any single society. 

Led by the above considerations, the president 
and council of the Royal Society have appointed 
a committee to inquire into and report upon the 
feasibility of such a catalog being compiled 
through international co-operation. 

The committee are not as yet in a position to 
formulate any distinct plan by which such inter- 
national co-operation might be brought about ; 
but it may be useful even at the outset to make 
the following preliminary suggestions : 

The catalog should commence with papers 
published on or after January 1, 1900. 

A central office or bureau should be established 
in some place to be hereafter chosen, and should 
be maintained by international contributions, 
either directly, that is by annual or other subsi- 
dies, or indirectly, that is, by the guarantee to 
ae a certain number of copies of the cata- 

g- 

This office should be regularly supplied with 
all the information necessary for the construction 
of the catalog. This might be done either by all 
periodicals, monographs, etc., being sent direct 
to the office to be cataloged there, or by various 
institutions undertaking to send in portions of 
the catalog already prepared, or by both methods 
combined. 

At such an office arrangements might be made 
by which, in addition to preparing the catalog, 
scientific data might be tabulated as they came 
to hand in the papers supplied. 

The first step, however, is to ascertain whether 
any scheme of international co-operation is fea- 
sible and desirable. The committee accordingly 
is desirious of learning the views upon this sub- 
ject of scientific bodies and of scientific men. 

We, therefore, venture to express the hope 
that you will be so good as, at some early oppor- 
tunity, to bring the matter before the Harvard 
University and to make known to us for the 
use of the committee, the conclusions arrived at 
concerning it. 

Should the decision you report be in any way 
favorable to the scheme, may we further ask 
you to communicate to us, for the use of the 
committee, any suggestions which you may 
think it desirable to make; as tothe best methods 
of inaugurating a scheme; as to the constitution 
and means of maintenance of the central office; 
as to the exact character of the work to be car- 
tied on there; as to the language or languages 
in which the catalog should be published, and 
the like? 

We are, your obedient servants, 

(Signed) M. Foster, Secretary R. S. 
RAYLEIGH, Secretary R. S. 
J. Lister, Foreign Sec. R. S. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE UNIVERSITY 
COUNCIL APPOINTED TO CONSIDER THE COM- 
MUNICATION OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 


To the University Council of Jlarvard University: 


The committee of the University council, to 


whom was referred the accompanying circular | 
of the Royal Socicty, respectfu'ly submits the | 


following report: 

The committee finds itself fully in sympathy 
with the desire of the Royal Society to improve 
the methods of cataloging scientific literature, 
and is distincily of the opinion that the estab. ish- 
ment of such a catalog, to be compiled through 
international co-operation, is both desirable and 
practicable. 

To determine in what way this result can be 
best attained, it will be well to consider what 
are the defects of existing methods, and what are 
the requirements which an improved system may 
be reasonably expected to fill. 

Bibliographical catalogs and indexes are gen- 
erally defective in one or two ways. Either 
they present simply a list of titles, which often 
convey an inadequate, and sometimes a mislead- 
ing idea of the contents of the articles cata- 
loged, or they appear, like the various annual 
reports, so long after the publication of the arti- 
cles which are reported upon that they lose a 
great part of their value as guides to current lit- 
erature. A third defect iscommon toall existing 
catalogs, viz., that of necessitating a reference 
to a number of separate volumes whenever the 
literature of several years is to be sought for. 

Itis evident that some form of card catalog 
can alone remedy these defects, so that the prac- 
tical question is: How can a card catalog of 
current scientific literature be best established 
and maintained? The requirements of such a 
catalog may be stated as follows: 

1. It should appear promptly — if possible, si- 
multaneously with the book or article cataloged. 

2. It should furnish an accurate description of 
the purport of the book or article. 

3. It should be readily accessible to all per- 
sons interested in the literature cataloged. 

It seems probable that these requirements may 
best be met by the co-operation of a central 
bureau with the various publishers and editors 
of scientific literature, in issuing with each book 
and with each number of every periodical a set 
of cards of standard size and type, each card to 
exhibit for a book, or fora single article ina 
periodical: 

1. The name of the author. 

2. The title of the book or article. 

3. The date, place, and house of publication 
of the book, or the title, volume, and page of 
the periodical in which the article appears. 

4. A brief statement, not to exceed eight or 
10 lines, to be prepared by the author himself, 
setting forth the general purport of the book or 
article, so as to furnish the necessary data for 
cross references. 

Each card should be in duplicate to permit of 
arrangement according to subject or author, or 
both, if desired, and additional cards should be 


issued whenever the character of the title neces- 
sitates cross references. A card when printed 
would present somewhat the following appear- 
ance :* 


Calderwood, Henry. Evolution and 
Man’s Place in Nature. Macmillan & Co., 
London and New York. 1893. Pp. JAY, 
sm. 


Summary : 


The dimensions and texture of the card should 
be determined by careful comparison of the 
cards already in use in the principal libraries of 
the world. 

Space should be left at the top of the card for 
writing such words as may be desired for cross 
references. This could best be done by each 
person for himself, as there would necessarily 
be much difference of opinion as to the number 
and character of the cross references desired. 
Furthermore, subscribers of different nationali- 
ties would wish to catalog the same subject 
under different headings, ¢. g.,an article onthe 
spleen would be cataloged by a Frenchman under 
rate and by a German under J/fi/:. 

If thought desirable, the type used in printing 
the cards could be kept set up till the end of the 
year, and then, by arranging the material ac- 
cording to subjects, an annual report in book 
form could readily be published. 

A central bureau, charged with the work above 
outlined, could very properly be established 
under the auspices of the Royal Society. In 
this central office subscriptions could be received 
from libraries and individuals for the cards re- 
lating to the articles published in certain jour- 
nals, or to the literature of certain departments 
of science, and the subscriber would thus receive, 
in weekly instalments, a complete card catalog 
of all the literature in his own lineof work. The 
cards thus received could be arranged by each 
subscriber so as to form the sort of card catalog 
best adapted to his own needs. 

Although in this scheme the greater part of 
the work, including the printing of the cards, 
would be done in a central office, yet the co- 
operation of the publishers could not well be 
dispensed with, for from them must be obtained 
the summaries prepared by the authors, which 
form an essential feature of the scheme, No 
difficulty need be anticipated in obtaining such 
summaries, for it would be to the interest of the 
writers to furnish them, and no one could pre- 


* The size is here reduced, 
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pare them so easily and correctly as the writers 
themselves. 

A central office with this function would read- 
ily secure the co-operation of libraries and 
learned societies throughout the world; and to an 
undertaking thus endorsed the publishers of 
Scientific literature would doubtless lend their 
aid, since they would find in it a means of ad- 
vertising their business. The support of such an 


, office could be provided for at the outset by in- 


ternational subscription ; but it wou!d doubtless 
in a short time become self-supporting, since por- 
tions of the total catalog would be needed not 
only in every public library, but on the study 
table of every serious student in every depart- 
ment of science. 

The above report is submitted, not as an elabo- 
rated plan, but as a suggestion of the end to 
which effort should be directed. Your com- 
mittee would further express the hope that some 
plan may be put into operation at an earlier date 
than the year 1900, the time suggested in the 
circular of the Royal Society. 

In accordance with the views above set forth, 
the committee respectfully recommends the 
adoption by the University council of the fol- 
lowing votes: 

1. That, in the opinion of the University 
council, the establishment of a catalog of scien- 
tific literature, to be maintained through inter- 
national co-operation, is both desirable and prac- 
ticable. 

2. That acopy of this report be transmitted 
to the Royal Society as the suggestion of a way 
in which this plan may be successfully carried 
out. 

3. That the corporation be requested to con- 
tribute a suitable sum towards the carrying out 
of this enterprise, provided the plan finally 
adopted by the Royal Society shall appear to 
the University council to be practicable. 


Henry P. Bownpitcnu, Professor of Physiology, 
Chairman, 

Freperick W. PutTNAM, Peabody Professor of 
American Archaology and Ethnology. 

NATHANIEL S. SHALER, Professor of Geology. 

EvwaArp C, PICKERING, Paine Professor of Prac- 
tical Astronomy. 

Joun Trowsripce, Xumford Professor and 
Lecturer on the Application of Science to the 
Useful Arts. 

G. FARLow, Professor of Cryptogamic 
Botany. 

Henry B. HILL, Professor of Chemistry. 

EpwarpD L. MARK, Hersey Professor of Anat- 
omy. 

T. CouNcILMAN, Shattuck Professor of 
Pathological Anatomy. 

IrA N. Hous, Professor of Engineering. 

HvuGo MONSTERBERG, Professor of Experimental 
Psychology. 

Wiiu1am F. Oscoop, Assistant Professor of 
Mathematics. 


JuNE, 1894. 


A GREAT PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR NEW 
YORK CITY. 


One of the most important steps in library 
matters ever taken in this country was taken in 
New York City on Washington's Birthday, when 
a joint committee, representing the Tilden 
Trust Fund, the Astor Library, and the Lenox 
Library, agreed upon a plan for the consolida- 
tion of those three libraries into one great insti- 
tution, the new library to be known as ‘‘ The 
New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox, and 
Tilden Foundations.” On March 6 the trustees 
of the Tilden Fund voted unanimously in favor 
of the plan ; the trustees of the Lenox Library 
have also acted favorably on the suggestion of 
the joint committee, and there seems little doubt 
that the assent of the trustees of the Astor Li- 
brary will be soon obtained. 

Such a consolidation as is now planned was 
first considered possible some ten months ago, 
and was, it is thought, an outgrowth of the pre- 
vious suggestion of consolidating the Tilden 
Fund with Columbia College Library. The dif- 
ficulty of such a plan was that it would not 
have met the wishes of Samuel J. Tilden, whose 
main idea was that the library should be es- 
sentially a public one. This matter was con- 
sidered for some time, but was finally dropped, 
and, some months later, the project of making 
a final disposition of the Tilden Trust Fund by 
a consolidation with the Astor Library was 
placed beyond informal discussion by the ap- 
pointment of a committee by the Trust Fund 
trustees. William Waldorf Astor and other 
representatives of the Astor family were at once 
interested in the plan, and gave it their cordial 
support. Later, the scope of the scheme was 
enlarged by submitting it to the trustees of the 
Lenox Library. 

The result was the appointment of the follow- 
ing committees to consider consolidation two 
months ago: Astor Library — Dr. Thomas M. 
Markoe, Edward King, president of the Union 
Trust Company and treasurer of the library, and 
John L,. Cadwalader. Lenox Library — John 
S. Kennedy, president of the board of trustees; 
George L. Rives and Alexander Maitland. 
Tilden Trust Fund — Andrew H. Green, Alex- 
ander E. Orr, and Levin Cass Ledyard. 

The Astor Library committeemen represented 
II trustees, those of the Lenox Library 16, and 
those of the Tilden Trust Fund five. Frequent 
and fully attended meetings were held, with 
the result that on February 22 a plan was de- 
cided upon by which a board of trustees consist- 
ing of 21 members, seven from each ofthe three 
interests represented, are to have absolute con- 
trol of all the property and revenues from 
endowments and other sources of the three 
libraries, subject only to such legal conditions as 
surround certain bequests which have been 
made to the libraries. 

The proceedings of the committee were not 
embarrassed by questions of legislative action, 
for, as early as 1891, Andrew H. Green foresaw 
what might be the ultimate disposition of the 
Tilden Trust Fund, and prepared for the Legis- 
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lature the measure now known as Chapter 541 
of the laws of 1892, entitled ‘‘An act to permit 
the consolidation of library companies in the 
city of New York,” which became a law on 
May 13,1892. This law authorizes the consoli- 
dation of any library corporation or corpora- 
tions with any other similar corporation, under 
terms and conditions prescribed by the trustees 
of the several corporations. It also provides 
fully for the merging of the former corporation 
into the new organization and for the untram- 
melled administration of the consolidated li- 
brary. 

The consolidation of the Astor, Lenox, and Til- 
den libraries will give to New York City a great 
library organization, comprising a collection of 
more than 450,000 bound volumes, an immense 
number of rare and valuable pamphlets, and 
including property and endowments amounting 
to more than $8,000,000. Of this total, about 
$2,000,000 will be from the Astor Library, 
about $4,000,000 from the Lenox Library, and 
$2,000,000 from the Tilden trust, the latter not 
including Mr. Tilden’s valuable private library. 
All these properties, under the scheme of con- 
solidation, are to be thrown together in a 
common fund, passing absolutely out of the 
hands of the present directors of them, and 
subject in future only to the control of the new 
consolidated board of 21 members. 

Detailed plans for the development of this 
great library corporation are not yet definitely 
settled. One point, however, is unanimously con- 
ceded, and that is that the library must possess a 
circulating department. Much attention was 
given to this part of the plan, because it was re- 
garded as embodying the chief spirit of the 
wishes and intentions of Samuel J. Tilden. 
With the view of perfecting the circulating 
system, the subject was discussed with the 
management of the New York Free Circulat- 
ing Library, which, it is believed, will only be 
too glad to be under the paternal wing of the 
consolidated library, while it is possible that 
in course of time even the Mercantile Library 
may be absorbed. 

The question of location is also an important 
one, as yet undecided. Andrew H. Green, 
when interviewed on the subject, said: ‘‘ I think 
it probable that the library will be temporarily 
located in the present home of the Lenox Li- 
brary, at 71st street and Fifth avenue. That 
seems to me to be the most desirable arrange- 
ment forthe present. In the future, when all 
the other details have been attended to, the 
question of providing the library with new and 
appropriate quarters can be taken up and dis- 
cussed with that deliberation so important a 
question demands.” Some of the advantages 
of the Lenox Library site are that whe library 
owns the entire block on which it stands, that 
it can be built against on three sides, and that 
the present building is so well constructed that 
three or four stories could be added to it. 

It is believed that definite and favorable 
action on the part of the trustees of the Astor 
Library will be taken early in March, and that 
the preliminary work of consolidation and or- 
ganization will be shortly under way. 
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85 
THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE 
LIBRARY. 


Earty in November, 1894, the new quarters 
of the Massachusetts State Library, in the ex- 
tension to the state-house, were completed. On 
Nov. 17 the work of removal was begun, and 
the collection was transferred from the rooms 
above Doric Hall, where it had been for 4o 
years past. The new quarters are on the third 
floor at the north end of the annex, and consist 
of five rooms—the main room, devoted to the 
public and the staff, two stack-rooms, a receiv- 
ing-room and the librarian’s office. The rooms 
are not remarkable for size or for special archi- 
tectural features, but they are noteworthy for 
harmony of design and decoration and for per- 
Of all the rooms in the hand- 
some annex, those devoted to the library are the 
most beautiful. Entrance to the main room is 
by a doorway of carved marble, through bronze 
doors that cost $1500, and again past inner 
mahogany doors with glass panels. The room 
itself is in pale, delicate tints. Columns and 
massive arches are at either end ; a row of fluted 
Corinthian pillars extend across one side, and 
opposite are seven great windows. A gallery 
extends around the room on all sides. The 
dome-like ceiling is finished in turquoise blue ; 
opaque amber glass in three panels admits light 
at the top ; below, forming the divisions of the 
sides of the curved ceiling, are shades of deli- 
cate yellow, harmonizing with the general blue. 
Upon the turquoise blue, as ornaments, are 
occasional fleurs de lis, copied from Palissy 
faience. The cornice consists of conventional 
scroll ornamentation, broken now and then by 
an eagle with outstretched wings, in relief. 
Along the cornice are 104 electric lights. The 
lower part of the walls, below the gallery, are 
tinted a pale green, broken by panel trimmings 
in light yellow. The bases of the columns are a 
bright brown, harmonizing finely with the brown 
linoleum of the floor. To the north are five 
large windows of corrugated glass, shedding a 
well-diffused light and destroying all glare. 
Here are placed the tables and chairs for read- 
ers, the bookcases being all on the opposite 
side and at the ends of the room. The tables 
are of mahogany, with tops of thick plate-glass; 
this is an inspiration of Librarian Tillinghast, 
who has used a glass top to his private desk for 
three years past and thinks it the best device 
for public use, as it will not scratch, fade, or 
wear out and is speedily cleansed of inkstains. 
The chairs are of red mahogany, upholstered in 
leather. Indeed, all the woodwork, railings, 
desks, etc., are of this beautiful wood. 

In one corner of the room is the librarian’s 
desk, the card catalog cases, the reference 
books and the general paraphernalia for serv- 
ing readers. The delivery counter is at the 
east infront of the stack-room. On the south 
side are the shelves for the extensive law de- 
partment, which, under Mr. Tillinghast’s man- 
agement, has become probably the finest feat- 
ure of the library. This shelving is about 
seven feet high and novel in design and con- 
struction, having been made under special in- 
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structions from Mr. Tillinghast. The cases are 
of rolled steel, fastened to a structural iron 
framework. Each shelf is of rolled steel, the 
roll of about half an inch at each edge giving 
great strength and preventing bending. The 
shelf is easily adjusted. As it rests in the 
frame it cannot be knocked out of position. 
Pin-like projections at each end, of one piece 
with the body of the frame, catch in supports 
and hold the shelf perfectly rigid, but by an 
easy movement of one hand, pulling the shelf 
forward, raising it and then pushing it back, it 
may be reset at any point desired. The sides 
are so arranged that shelves may be set in 
every inch of vertical room. The shelves are 
of smooth surface, instead of grate-like, as in 
the Congressional Library,so that no dust can 
fall upon the books beneath and there is less 
wear on the edges of the books. The sides of 
the cases are handsomely panelled in bronze; 
at the top of each is a metal figure of a book on 
which is affixed the name of the state whose law 
books are found on the shelves. 

The gallery is reserved for maps and news- 
papers. Forthe former, large mahogany draw- 
ers have been provided; pigeon-hole drawers, 
some six feet in depth, are furnished for rolled 
maps and large shallow drawers are used for 
flat maps. Newspapers are filed in eleven 
great steel file cases, with a capacity for 2400 
volumes, and, for their consultation mahogany 
tables are provided, with V-shaped tops, form- 
ing inclined planes at an angle of forty-five de- 
grees, on which the files may be spread out and 
read with ease while seated. 

The stack-room opens from the main room 
on the east. By having the floor drop half a 
flight of stairs, the second floor is only half a 
flight higher than the floor of the main room, 
and so two floors are within half a flight's 
length of the attendants. The floor is of grano- 
lithic stone. The shelving is similar to that 
used for the law department, and the floors of 
the passages are of opaque glass, so thick that 
there is no danger of breakage. Nota particle 
of wood or other combustible material has been 
used, and the consequence is that the room 
is as nearly fireproof as any room can be. 
In one corner is a small electric elevator for 
transmitting books, made after a design of Mr. 
Tillinghast’s. There are five floors in the stack- 
room, the height between them being about 
seven feet,and the total accommodations are 
for 225,000 volumes, of which only 80,000 are 
now on hand. A smallerstack-room adjoinsthe 
main stack-room on the south, and opening 
into this is a receiving and packing room, con- 
necting with the corridor of the extension on 
the fourth floor. Here all the business of re- 
celving books can be transacted without any 
noise to disturb the readers and students in the 
library. 

Mention should also be made of the librarian’s 
private room, opening from the western end of 
the main room. With its side of plate-glass 
windows overlooking the city on the north, its 
open fireplace, its mahogany bookcases built 
around the walls, its octagonal centre-tab!e sur- 
rounded by high-backed chairs, and its soft 
brown moquette carpet, it is a delightful apart- 


ment. Indeed Mr. Tillinghast is to be con- 
gratulated, not only on his private and public 
quarters and on the ample provision for the 
growth of the library, but especially on the 
good sense, the practicability and the artistic 
taste shown in the design and construction of 
the library department of the Massachusetts 
State-house. 


CRERAR LIBRARY TO BE A LIBRARY 
OF SCIENCE. 


THE trustees of the — Crerar Library de- 
cided, at a meeting on February 16, to foundand 
maintain the library as a scientific reference li- 
brary. At the same meeting it was determined 
that temporary quarters be secured for the 
present, and that the work of organization be 
pushed forward so that the library may be 
opened within six months, the matter of a per- 
manent home to await future action. The de- 
cision of the trustees on these points was prompt 
and discussion of the scope of the library was 
brief, as opinion had become well defined among 
the members of the board before the meeting 
began. The proposition to devote the library to 
Americana, which was brought forward some 
time previously, was not considered. It had 
been thought that Americana was more in the 
field of the Historical Society, and in some di- 
rections it was already occupied by the New- 
berry Library. The action accepting science as 
the library's province was taken unanimously. 
The departments of science to which the li- 
brary will be devoted were not fixed. The range 
will be exceedingly wide, however, and will take 
in sociology in all its ramifications, engineering, 
electricity, architecture, and astronomy — in fact, 
the entire domain of pure and applied science. 
Committees were appointed on finance, building 
and site, books and administration. 

The engagement of the librarian was referred 
to the committee on books. The sentiment 
was that the librarian should be secured at the 
very inception of the library, in order to attain 
the fullest symmetry in the collection and to 
avert a needless duplication of works. It is 
probable that the committee will make its selec- 
tion within March. 

Temporary quarters will be first secured, and 
the committee on building and site was given 
charge of that important matter. As it has 
been made the fixed policy of the library trus- 
tees not to touch any of the principal, but to 
rely wholly upon the income of $100,000 per year, 
for the prosecution of all its work, the committee 
will be limited in the sum atits disposal. Tem- 
porary quarters to be secured have not yet been 
fixed upon, but early action will be taken. 

The Chicago 7ri/une says: ‘‘ While the li- 
brary will be for reference the purpose is not to 
confine its usefulness to scientists. Its popular 
character will be maintained in all branches. 
The every-day student, the occasional inventor, 
the amateur astronomer, and the searcher after 
the curious, as wel! as the professional man, 
will be at home within its precincts. That is 


the aim of the trustees, believing that they are 
carrying out the unspoken wishes of the libra- 
ry’s founder.” 
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THE MILWAUKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BUILDING. 


Ir will be remembered that inthe summer of 
1893 the city of Milwaukee appropriated $350- 
000, in addition to bonds already issued, forthe 
purpose of erecting a library-museum building 
that should be an ornament to the city and fit- 
tingly house its two fine collections. A sum- 
mary of the delaysand difficulties that have as 
yet prevented further progress is given in the 
17th annual report of the library, just issued, 
and is not without interest to librarians who in- 
tend or expect to ‘‘ build.” 

On September 7, 1893, a joint meeting of the 
boards of trustees of the library and museum 
was held, at which the building committee of 
the two boards was authorized to advertise for 
plans. This advertisement was placed in the 
local papers and in the American Architect, and 
a pamphlet was issued containing the official 
notice to architects; the general instructions for 
the building; the specific requirements of the 
two institutions; and a plan of the site. Under 
the competition thus inaugurated, 74 sets of 
plans were received by November 15, the date 
set for the close of the contest. The plans sub- 
mitted were exhibited to public inspection for 
two weeks, and the matter attracted very gen- 
eral publicinterest. Final decision on the com- 
peting plans was placed by the board in the 
hands of Prof. W: R. Ware, of Columbia Col- 
lege. On December 8, Prof. Ware arrived in 
Milwaukee, and devoted three daysto a careful 
study of the plans; this was supplemented by a 
more careful study of the betterdrawings, which 
were sent to New York for the purpose; and on 
January 4, 1894, his report was presented to the 
trustees. Of the plans, five were named by Prof. 
Ware as the best adapted for the purpose, and 
of these five those of Messrs. Ferry & Clas, of 
Milwaukee, were chosen by the board, by a 
vote of nine to six. 

Following this adoption of plans by the 
trustees, an injunction, granted upon complaint 
of a firm of competing architects, was served 
upon all persons officially connected with the 
enterprise, forbidding further action until the 
complaint should be heard by the court of 
equity. After hearing the complaint, the 
court dissolved the injunction, except in so far 
as the trustees were forbidden to pay for any 
bills contracted by reason of the competition of 
plans, this being made the duty of the common 
council, Later the action of the trustees was 
confirmed by the council, the bills ordered pai: 
and the contract executed. The contract sub- 
mitted to the architects by the board of public 
works was, however, based on the ordinary com- 
mission for city work, ¢. ¢., four percent. on the 
first $10,000 of the cost of the building, three 
and a half per cent. on the second $10,000 and 
three percent. on the remaining amount. As 
the official advertisements offered a commission 
of five per cent., the architects refused to sign the 
contract and the matter was reported back to 
the common council. The arguments which 
had led the trustees to adopt the five per cent. 
rate were, briefly, that the only hope of attract- 


ing architects of talent and experience lay in 
offering a fee at least equal to that paid for 
other work of the kind; and that the beauty 
and dignity of design, intelligence of plan and 
effectiveness of supervision which it was desired 
to obtain were of more importance than the 
difference between a three and a five per cent. 
commission. The question was brought before 
the city attorney and a resolution was introduced 
into the council authorizing the payment of the 
five per cent. fee. This resolution was never 
passed and the matter remained at a standstill 
for months. Finally an arbitration committee 
was formed, through whose efforts the architects 
have verbally agreed to accept a fee of three ard 
a half per cent. ‘‘At the close of the library 
year no further progress has been made.” 

‘*In the meantime,” says Miss West, ‘‘ both 
institutions are occupying rooms so insufficient 
that their work is very seriously crippled. Both 
institutions are, by reason of their surroundings, 
in imminent danger of disastrous fires. Both 
institutions are forced to pay large insurance 
rates and to have special watchmen as the only 
possible palliatives and safeguards in the face 
of this menace. Both institutions are paying 
rents which are a severe tax on their resources. 
[he interest on the bonds already issued is run- 
ning on. It is a matter of simple addition to 
prove that the year's delay has cost the city 
more money than could possibly be saved in 
the difference between the two rates of commis- 
sion. Over and above this expense the two in- 
stitutions have one year longer of fire risk to 
endure ; one year longer of crippled work to 
regret.” 


THE: -AUTOTYPE REPRODUCTION OF 
GREEK, LATIN, AND OTHER MANUL- 
SCRIPTS. 

Dr. W. N. Du Rrev, of La Bibliothéque de 
l'Université, Leyden, Holland, has sent a circu- 
lar letter to all the principal libraries of the 
world, calling upon them to express their opinicn 
upon the contemplated ‘‘ Société Internationale 
pour la Reproduction des mss. les plus precieux,”’ 
and to pledge themselves to a certain annual 
sum towards the work of such a society. The 
plan of the society or'ginated with Dr. O. Hart- 
wig, of the Bibliothéque Universitaire de Halle 
(Saxony). It was brought before the Congress 
of Librarians at the World's Fair, Chicago, in 
1893, and by them referred to the Library Con- 
ference of 1894 (See L. J. 18: £03, C87; 19: Cr6c). 
The plan was approved and Dr. W. N. Du Rieu 
was authorized to canvass the libraries and esti- 
mate the support that might be expected in the 
great enterprise of reproducing the most cele- 
brated manuscripts of the world, that they might 
be at the service of students of science, history 
and religion in all parts of the world. Dr. Du 
Rieu also wrote tothe Cen/ralblatt fiir Bibliothes- 
swesen, the Revuedes Bibliothéques, and to the 
most celebrated professors of classica) philology, 
asking for discussions in these journals upon the 
essential points to be considered in starting this 
wholly new undertaking. He also called for a 
vote upon the dozen manuscripts that would 
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= the most worthy to inaugurate the enter- 
rise. 

' Scarcely half a dozen answers were the out- 
come of all his efforts, and for atime Dr. Du 
Rieu thought the scheme must be abandoned, and 
the reproduction of manuscripts left to private 
enterprise, to be followed for financial profit, in- 
stead of to the co-operation of scientists willing 
to subscribe the needed amount for an under- 
taking of benefit to learning throughout the 
world. 

Now the Government of the Netherlands has 
taken the initiative and has promised a modest 
permanent subsidy for the enterprise. 

Dr. Du Rieu therefore asks all librarians the 
following questions : 

1. Do you approve of this simpie and reason- 
able plan to come into possession annually of a 
specially precious manuscript which cannot be 
taken from the library in possession for consul- 
tation by the scientists near your library? Are 
you willing thus to aid the scholars of your 
country ? 

2. Can you, as librarian, pledge yourself to 
subscribe annually the sum of roo or 150 francs 
during a period of 10 years, for which you will 
receive a copy of any manuscript published by 
the society ? 

Assoon as an adequate number of subscribers 
shall have been obtained it shall be left to the 
subscribers to appoint 12 delegates, chosen from 
the directors of the principal libraries of Eu- 
rope, to go to Leyden and agree upon the con- 
stitution of an International Society of Repro- 
duction to have its headquarters at Leyden, as 
already agreed in the preliminary discussions. 

All librarians interested should communicate 
with Dr. Du Rieu without delay. 


ADVERTISING A LIBRARY. 
J: C. Dana,in Books, July - Sept., 1894. 


Suppose the beginning of the library is made ; 
keep it before the public. The newspaper will 
almost invariably aid an enterprise of this kind, 
gratuitously and with good-will. The local 
clergy are almost always ready to help. The 
school teachers can generally be counted on; in- 
deed it often happens that the teacher is the prime 
mover in laying the foundation of the village or 
district library. The book-dealer, if at all far- 
sighted, will see that the general increase in 
reading which a growing public library will bring 
about will indirectly increase his sales. 

Ask for contributions, first of money — and 
that is hard to get — then of books, new or old, 
useful or useless, magazines, be it anodd number 
or an odd volume or a wagon-load. Ask for these 
things. Let the fact of the humblest gift be 
generally known through the local paper or other- 
wise and thank the giver in some formal way if 
possible. The things received may be of little 
value ; but those who give will be almost invari- 
ably the library’s friends and cordial supporters 
forever after. They will aid in cultivating in the 
community that spirit of helpfulness which 
strengthens a library exceedingly. Assoon asa 


few good books are got together let the fact be 
known. Print a list occasionally in the local 
paper. Publish the additions as they come in, on 
a bulletin-board, in manuscript or typewriting ; 
or in lists by some duplicating process ; or by 
reprints from the columns of the paper ; or by 
lists specially printed for the purpose. As soon 
as the library is large enough, lists may be got 
out, and posted or printed, covering references 
to articles or books in the library on some im- 
portant current event, or some interesting book, 
or some topic of present local interest. 

In a small community, and sometimes in a 
large one, the librarian knows the special tastes 
or hobbies of many of the users of the library, 
and perhaps of some who donotuseit. Notices 
that books have been received which are likely 
to please this, that, and the other person, can be 
sent out on occasion and will help make library 
friends. Local artists in their respective lines can 
often be interested to give entertainments for the 
library’s benefit, especially if the proceeds be 
given to the purchase of books in their own lines. 
Local societies — literary, scientific, or histori- 
cal — may very properly make the library the 
central point for all their work, and may some- 
times be led to begin a special collection, first for 
their own benefit, afterwards for the public. 

The children should not be forgotten. If care 
be taken to provide books for them, entertaining 
first, afterwards useful, they will come, and come 
often, and will soon bring the library into favor 
with the elders. 

In the library itself it seems generally admitted 
that red tape, signs, rules, and restrictions must 
be kept out of sight as far as possible, if it is 
wished to get friends and keep them, The libra- 
rian, as such, should feel that he has no rights 
which the public is bound to respect. His rules, 
as far as the public is concerned, should be of the 
fewest, and rarely alluded to. 

The books in the library ought all to be acces- 
sible to the public. No one thing can add to the 
attractiveness and value of a library so much as 
to permit the public to go to the shelves. Ot 
course there may bespecial or local reasons why 
this cannot be done, or why it can be done only 
in part. But it would pay to sacrifice many of 
the commonly accepted essentials to gain this 
one point. 

Of all possible advertising, the best, perhaps, 
is a cheerful and accommodating atmosphere in 
the library itself. Librarian and assistants are 
always prone to affect the official air the moment 
they become guardians of public property and 
fountains of information. They condescend, 
they patronize, they correct, and they shake rules 
and by-laws and red tape in the timid inquirer’s 
face. This top-lofty bureaucratic spirit should 
be avoided by all means. Treat boy and girl, 
man and woman, ignorant and learned, gracious 
and rude, with uniform good temper, without 
condescension, never pertly. Anticipate all in- 
quiries when possible, and especially put the 
shrinking and embarrassed visitor at once at ease. 
The library is not a business office ; it’s a centre 
of public happiness first, of public education 
next. 
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American Library Association. 


SEVENTEENTH CONFERENCE, DENVER, 
[4 UG, 12-16, 1895. 
Ir is yet too early to give any very definite in- 
formation regarding the route and rate to Denver. 
The Conference, as is already well known, will 
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, the encouragement by your state of the forming and 


maintenance of town and other libraries, and stating 
also that this committee will send to any interested such 
information as is Dow attainable on the genera) subject 
of state aid to public libraries, and that she send this 
circular to such persons in each state as she thinks ad- 
visable. 

Resolved, That every state represented in the com- 
mittee send to the chairman a brief statement of the 


| system of state aid as in operation in his state. 


be held during the week beginning August 12. | 


The committee is at work endeavoring to secure 
a one-fare rate to Denver and return, and the 
probability is that success will crown its efforts. 
It can be stated for a certainty that the cost for 
10 days will not exceed $100. This will in- 
clude special train to Denver, railroad fare, 
sleeping-car, dining-car service to Denver and 
return, also six days’ board in Denver. To se- 
cure the lowest terms, the route will be the same 
out and back. By the payment of a small ad- 
ditional amount the trip can be varied to suit 
the pleasure of individual members of the party. 
There will be no special train returning from 
Denver, as there is no certainty of a large party 
returning atone time. The same terms offered 
the National Educational Association for the 
Yellowstone Park trip will be granted the Ameri- 
can Library Association. The Post Conference 
excursion will be managed from the Denver end 
of the line. Mr. Dudley and Mr. Dana have 
charge of this matter. 

The present outlook is very good for a large 
attendance at the Denver Conference, since it is 
quite certain that the Association will not go to 
Europe fortwo orthree years. The executive 
board is now in communication with the L. A. 
U. K. regarding aninternational meeting. The 
question has arisen about holding the A. L. A. 
Conference at the time of the New England 
Educational Association meeting. The commit- 
tee has gone over the ground very carefully, and 
has decided that the discomforts in riding two or 
three days and nights in an overcrowded train, 
with a rush for meals, and the overcrowded 
hotels in Denver, would not be offset by the 
slight reduction secured by the N. E.A. Those 
who went to Chicago had a taste of some of the 
discomforts of overcrowding, and the commit- 
tee does not think any one is anxious to have a 
duplicate of the same. 

FRANK P. HILL, Sceeretary. 


STATE LIBRARY SECTION, 


THE committee of the A. L. A. on State Aid 
to Libraries has issued the following circular: 

At the meeting of the State Library Section 
during the Annual Conference of the American 
Library Association at Lake Placid, September 
21, 1894, the following committee on State Aid 
to Libraries was appointed: J. C. Dana, Denver 
Public Library; W. R. Eastman, New York State 
Library, Albany; W. E. Foster, Providence Pub- 
lic Library; Samuel S. Green, Worcester Public 
Library; Caroline M. Hewins, Hartford Public 
Library; J. H. Whittier, Secretary New Hamp- 
shire Board of Library Commissioners. 

At a subsequent meeting of this committee, 
Caroline M. Hewins was selected as chairman, 
and the following resolutions were passed: 

Resolved, That the chairman prepare a circular askin 
what is being done and under what law in the matter o 
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The accompanying statement shows what 
other states are doing in encouraging free public 
libraries. Will you endeavor to have laws for 
establishing and aiding them passed in your 
own? The Vermont Library Association was 
formed after the Lake Placid Conference, and 
in six weeks, through its influence, the legisla- 
ture had authorized the appointment of a com- 
mission and offered state aid. 

The committee invites correspondence with 
regard to the success of free libraries established 
with state aid, and also to the details of organi- 
zation and management. Will you senda list of 
names of influential persons in your state to 
whom it should mail circulars? 

(Signed.) 

J. C. Dana, Public Library, Denver, Col. 

W.R. EASTMAN, York State Library, 
Albany, N. Y. 

W. E. Foster, Public Library, Provi- 
dence, 

SAMUEL S. GREEN, Public Library, Wor- 
cester, Mass. 

CAROLINE M. Hewins, Public Library, 
Hartford, Conn. 

J. H. WHITTIER, Secretary New Hampshire 
Board of Library Commissioners, East 
Rochester, N. 

MAINE. 
Every town maintaining a public library re- 


| ports May I to the state treasurer the amount 


spent for books the preceding year, and obtains 
from the state 10 per cent. of that amount with 
which to buy more books. Lists of books so 
bought are reported. 

In towns of less than 1500 inhabitants, if the 
voters have raised $100 for books and provided 
for their care, they may receive from the state 
librarian books bought for the purpose, costing 
not more than half the cost of books bought by 
the town to found a library, and not more than 
$100 in any case. 

Librarians or trustees may ask the governor 
and council for advice in selecting books, and 
receive at the state library instruction in cata- 
loging and library administration. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


The New Hampshire library law enacted in 
1891 provides for the appointment of a board of 
library commissioners consisting of five mem- 
bers, and makes it the duty of the board to fur- 
nish $100 worth of books to any town having 
no public library owned and controlled by the 
town, if such town shall adopt the provisions of 
the law, provide for the care, custody, and dis- 
tribution of the books so furnished, and agree 
to appropriate a small sum annually for the 
support of the library. Bythe termsof the law 
the commissioners sustain an advisory relation 
to the public libraries of the state. 
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Public libraries which are duly designated by 
the governor and council are entitled to receive 
state publications, 

VERMONT. 

In 1894 a law was passed authorizing the 
governor to appoint a board of five library coim- 
missiouers and designate the chairman thereof. 

This board of library commissioners shall ex- 
pend, upon theapplication of the board of library 
trustees of any town having no free public li- 
brary owned and controlled by the town, a sum 
not exceeding $100 for books for any such towns 
entitled to them, these books to be used for the 
purpose of establishing a free public library ; 
the commissioners to select and purchase all 
books so provided. 

Every town receiving this ald shall annually 
appropriate for its free public library a sum not 
less than $50 if its grand list is $10,000 or up- 
wards; not less than $25 if its grand list is less 
than $10,000 and not less than $2500, or a sum 
not less than $15 if its grand list is less than 
$2500. 

The board of library commissioners shali 
constitute an advisory board, upon which the li- 
brarian or trustees of any free public library 
may call for advice on ali matters pertaining to 
the administration or maintenance of the library. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


A library commission of five members is ap- 
pointed by the governor and council. 

Any town having no public library may re- 
ceive $100 worth of books, to be selected by the 
Library Commission, provided it accepts the 
provisions of an act approved in 1890. The 
town receiving such aid must appropriate not 
less than $15 if the last assessed valuation of 
the town is less than $250,000; $25 if less than 
$1,000,000 and not less than $250,000; and $50 
if the valuation is $1,000,000 or over. Suitable 
provision must be made for the custody, care, 
and distribution of the books. 

Those towns whose valuation does not ex- 
ceed $600,000, already having public libraries, 
may receive $100 worth of books, provided that 
such towns have their libraries organized in ac- 
cordance with the case of towns having no pub- 
lic libraries. 

The librarian or trustees of any free public li- 
brary may ask the Library Commission for ad- 
vice in regard to library administration or main- 
tenance. The commission is ready to lend 
books for purposes of reference to libraries 
established or aided by it. A town may take 
land for a public library building. Provision 
has been made for supplying to libraries copies 
of histories of military organizations of the 
state. 

In addition to the special privileges described, 
the Commonwealth also allows towns to make 
such appropriations as they please for the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of public libraries. 


RHODE ISLAND. 
The State Board of Education is authorized 
to appropriate (under conditions specified by 
itself) certain annual sums to each free public 
library established and maintained in the state, 


to be expended im the purchase voi books there- 
for. 

(Said sums are graded according to total 
number of volumes owned by the library, but 
are in no case to exceed $500.) 

Each city or town receiving state appropria- 
tions in virtue of having adopted or established 
a public library, shall annually appropriate for 
the support of the public library an amount at 
least as much as that which the library shall re- 
ceive from the state. 

Each city or town is authorized to appro- 
priate not to exceed 25 cents on each $100 of the 
ratable property for the fougdation of a free 
public library; and not to exceed 20 cents on 
each $1000 for the support of any such library, 
whether owned by the town or not. 


CONNECTICUT, 


By a law passed in 1893 the State Board of 
Education annually appoints five persons to be 
known as the Connecticut Public Library Com- 
mittee. Librarians and directors of public li- 
braries and teachers of public schools may ask 
this committee for advice and assistance. 

If any town, city, or borough having no free 
public library shall establish one and provide 
for the care, custody, and distribution of books 
and the future maintenance and increase of such 
library in a manner satisfactory to said library 
committee, said committee is authorized to ex- 
pend for books to be selected by the said com- 
mittee a sum not to exceed the amount expended 
for the establishment of such library, and not 
to exceed $200. 

No person shall be ineligible by reason of sex 
to serve on the board of directors of any public 
library or on the Connecticut Public Library 
Committee. 

NEW YORK. 

Under a recent law substantial aid is offered 
to any community willing to do its part in pro- 
viding with the best obtainable reading. 

Public money. — The regents annually apper- 
tion $25,000 for the benefit of free public 
libraries on the following conditions: 

Libraries receiving aid must be under state 
supervision and their work approved. They 
must be free to the public foreither reference or 
circulation, A college or academy library must 
be open every day while classes are in session, 
and in vacation must be open one hour on three 
days of each week. Other libraries must be 
open at least one hour on three days of each 
week, and oftener in the larger places according 
to population. The grant to each library is 
limited to $200 a year. An equal amount must 
be raised from local sources. The whole amount 
must be spent for books approved by the regents. 

Travelling libraries, — The use of a travelling 
library of 50 or 100 volumes is also offered to 
any library in the University, or to any com- 
munity on application of 25 taxpayers, or of the 
officers of a registered extension centre, study 
club, or reading circle. Satisfactory guarantee 
must be given for return of books within six 
months, and a fee of $3 for so or $5 for 
100 volumes must be paid. Annotated catalogs 
of these libraries can be had free. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

Ten per cent. of the state school fund annually 
apportioned, not to exceed $50 in any case, is 
available for district libraries. In some cities 
this may be $50 for each 1000 children five to 17 
years old. Libraries are free to pupils and open 


| 
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to residents who pay fee required by school | 


authorities. 
COLORADO. 

Cities and incorporated towns are permitted 
to establish free public libraries if they so desire, 
but must depend entirely upon their own re- 
sources for the support of them. 


WISCONSIN, 

For the support of school district libraries, 
any town treasurer may withhold ro cents for 
each person of school age from the school fund 
income. State superintendent prepares lists of 
books. 


New Dork State Librarn School. 


SAINT VALENTINE, 


THE evening of Saint Valentine’s Day was 
spent most delightfully by the members and 
friends of the Library School at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Dewey. The program, which had 
been kept a secret until that evening, was ar- 
ranged and carried out entirely by the junior 
class. The first part of the evening was spent 
in dancing, including a minuet danced by four 
young ladies in old-fashioned costume. 

This was followed by the appearance of a 
special messenger, laden with two large leather 
bags filled with valentines. The valentines 
were designed and written by the junior class, 
and displayed much artistic and poetical talent. 
A large pie, with crust of paper and “‘ filling” of 
valentines, was then set before the guests, and 
each one had a “ piece.” 

This unique distribution of valentines was 
followed by refreshments, after which the fun of 
the evening rose to its height when the folding 
doors were drawn aside and disclosed ‘‘ Alice in 
Wonderland” taking tea with the March hare, 
the Dormouse, and the Hatter. 

The dramatic effects of this amusing scene 
were most cleverly brought out both by the cos- 
tumes and the acting, and called forth the heart- 
iest laughter and applause. No one could by 
any means agree with ‘ Alice,”’ who said ‘‘ that 
it was the stupidest tea party she ever was at.” 


LIBRARY SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS, 

THE bound volume of the ‘* Regents’ examina- 
tion papers for 1894,” just issued by the State 
University (392 p. O.) contains, p. 259-2096, 
the library examination papers of the past year. 
There are 23 papers, covering questions in 
elementary and advanced bibliography, acces- 
sion department and shelf department, elemen- 
tary and advanced classification and cataloging, 
loan systems, library buildings, printing, bind. 
ing, literature, French and German. The ques- 


tions are most interesting and admirable for 
their scope and method of arrangement. 


State Librarp Associations. 


CONNECTICUT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 

Tue Connecticut Library Association held its 
fourth annual meeting on Feb. 22, in the hall of 
the Normal School, New Britain. Professor 
Samuel Hart, D.D., the president, called it to 
order and introduced Professor Camp, of New 
Britain, who in a short address of welcome in- 
vited the association to visit the Normal School 
library and New Britain Institute. Dr. Hart in 
his reply referred to the work of the Normal 
School and board of education in connection 
with libraries, After the reading of the reports 
of the secretary and treasurer, the discussion of 
the morning on ‘‘ How to keep libraries clean" 


| was opened with a paper by Miss Lucy Butler, 


of the New London Public Library. The paper 
advocated a thorough cleaning once a year and 
mentioned that students in the Paris libraries 
are now obliged to wear muzzles in order to 
prevent inhaling microbes from ancient dust. 
Several librarians spoke in favor of holding 
books over a pan of water and brushing them 
with a stiff brush, but never with a feather 
duster. The Bronson Library, Waterbury, and 
Newton Case Library in this city are so near 
railroads that coal-dust sifts in upon the books. 
The Yale library is not swept, but cleaned with 
a wet sponge ora split mop-stick with clamps 
and a ring. Books are dusted out-of-doors in 
the summer vacation. Several libraries clean 
a few shelves every day and as soon as all the 
books have been dusted, in three or six months, 
begin again. 

The Rev. Dr. Cooper, of New Britain, read 
a paper on ‘‘ The private library.” A private 
library, he said, need not be large, but must be 
a part of oneself and have individuality and 
character. A man who collects books merely 
for rare editions and elegant bindings does not 
owna library. Every intelligent young person 
should own books and every house should have 
its own little library. Books and a garden are 
the two most graceful appurtenances of a home. 
One should buy standard books to the extent of 
at least two or three great authors, resolving 
to be taught by them, and after that follow one’s 
own hobby, like a leading business man in New 
Britain, who owns four or five hundred volumes 
on the Eastern question. One of the chief 
functions of a public library is to encourage the 
ownership of books, and its mission is not ful- 
filled until its general benefit is specialized. 
Librarians in small towns where there are no 
booksellers can aid readers in buying, advise as 
to the best editions and make arrangements with 
dealers in large cities better than persons not 
used to handling books. There is no antagon- 
ism between public and private libraries. In- 
timate association with the few does not shut us 
out from the many. 

Miss Champlin, of the Normal School library, 
read a paper on ‘‘ School and college libraries,” 
describing the difference between the old type 
of college library, where the volumes were 
rarely distributed, and the usefulness of a new 
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one under a trained librarian. She recom- 
mended a uniform classification for school and 
college libraries, in order that a high-school pu- 
il need waste no time in college in learn- 
ng how to buy books. She found only four 
out of 20 college libraries which do not 
find a dictionary catalog more useful than a 
classed one. Children should be admitted to 
school libraries as soon as they learn how to 
handle books carefully. They soon learn how 
to use a catalog, and under the care and ad- 
vice of a school librarian, learn to have a nice 
sense of the value of reading and learn the prac- 
tical use of books. A school or college librarian 
should have the general knowledge of many 
subjects which a college training gives, should 
be an educator, and possess the true spirit of ser- 
vice. Miss Champlin suggested that some one 
wishing to endow a library should found one for 
children. Mr. Perry, of the Newton Case Li- 
brary, thought that the function of the college 
library is being absorbed by professors who are 
specialists. 

After dinner at the Russwin the following 
officers were elected: President, Willis K. 
Stetson, of the New Haven Public Library; 
vice-presidents, Dr. A. S. Beardsley of the Plym- 
outh Library, Professor D. N. Camp, of New 
Britain; C. Amelia Clark, of the Acton Library, 
Saybrook; Jennie A. Ford,of the Dunham Li- 
brary, Willimantic; Jonathan Trumbull, of the 
Otis Library, Norwich; secretary, Mary A. 
Richardson, of the New London Public Library; 
assistant secretary, Angeline Scott, of the South 
Norwalk Public Library; treasurer, Mrs. Agnes 
Hills, of the Bridgeport Public Library. 

A paper by Mr. W: N. Carlton, of the Watkin- 
son Library, on the recent Napoleon exhibition 
at that library was read, stating that 400 illustra- 
tions, including 80 portraits of Napoleon, rang- 
ing from a low-born villain tc an idealistic demi- 
god, were shown, 

The Hon, Leverett Brainard was unable to 
be present to open a discussion on bookbinding, 
but sent C: E. Beebe, of Hartford, who exhibited 
various styles of binding, saying that both 
Russia” and ‘‘ seal" are made from the back 
of the same animal, the common domestic cow. 
He showed the binding of a subscription book, 
held in place only by a piece of cheesecloth, and 
stated that books are often kept too long and 
used too much before they are rebound. 

Secretary C. D. Hine, of the State Board of 
Education, spoke on the work of the Connecti- 
cut Public Library Committee. 

A memorial sketch of Mrs. Martha Todd Hill, 
of Stonington, one of the earliest officers of the 
association, prepared by her husband, the Rev. 
Charles F. Hill, was read. It was through her 
efforts that the Stonington Public Library was 
founded. 

An invitation from the Bill Memorial Library 
in Groton for the next meeting was read by the 
secretary, and referred to the executive commit- 
tee. The association. after a vote of thanks to 
the principal of the Normal School and the other 
kind friends in New Britain who had aided in 
making the day a pleasant one, adjourned late 
in the afternoon, 


PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY CLUB. 


Tue 14th regular meeting of the Pennsylvania 
Library Club was held on Monday evening, Feb- 
ruary 11, at the Franklin Institute, Philadel- 
phia. 

Mr. George Watson Cole, librarian of the 
Free Public Library of Jersey City, then read a 
paper entitled ‘‘American libraries; their past, 
present, and future.” * 

A discussion followed the paper, and the ad- 
vantage of open shelves, the working of delivery 
stations and branch libraries, and cards for the 
‘“‘two-book” system were some of the topics 
discussed. [The officers elected at the January 
meeting are as follows: President, John Thom- 
son; vice-presidents, Henry J. Carr and Alice 
B. Kroeger; secretary and treasurer, Alfred 
Rigling. The names as given in the previous 
report were incorrect. ] 

ALFRED RIGLING, Secretary. 


OHIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


PuRSUANT to a call issued by a number of 
the leading librarians of the state, a meeting 
was held in Columbus, O., on February 27 and 
28, and the Ohio Library Association was 
formed. 

The first meeting was held Wednesday even- 
ing, Feb. 27, in the parlors of the Neil House, 
when a temporary organization was effected. 
Mr, J. H. Spielman, of the Columbus Public 
School Library, acted as chairman, and Mr. Bur- 
rows, of Chillicothe, as secretary. 

Thursday morning about 35 librarians 
and others in sympathy with the movement 
assembled in the State Library and completed 
the organization by adopting a constitution 
broad enough in its scope to admit as members 
of the association such persons as are inter- 
ested in library work and who shall be recom- 
mended for membership by the executive com- 
mittee. 

Mr. W. H. Brett, of the Cleveland Public Li- 
brary, was unanimously elected president. The 
other officers are First vice-president Mrs. 
Frances D. Jermain, of the Public Library, 
Toledo; second vice-president, Mr. Robert C. 
Woodward, Springfield Public Library; third 
vice-president, Miss Nana A. Newton, of Ports- 
mouth Public Library ; secretary, Miss Board- 
man, of the State Library; treasurer, Mr, Charles 
Orr, of the Case Library, Cleveland. These 
officers constitute the executive board with Mr. 
Rutherford P. Hayes, of Fremont, who was 
chosen as an additional and advisory member. 

The final business session was held Thursday 
evening, in the Public School Library, at the 
close of which a unanimous vote of thanks was 
tendered for all courtesiesextended. Mr. Spiel- 
man then invited the visitors to the assembly- 
room, where refreshments were served, and a 
general good time followed. 

The next meeting of the association will be 
held at Cleveland, during October, and the regu- 
lar sessions annually thereafter. 

ALIcg BOARDMAN, Secretary. 


* To be published in No. 3 of the “* Occasional papers "’ 
of the club, 
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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

Tue fourth conference of the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Association was held in Madison, on 
Wednesday and Thursday, February 13 and 14 
1895. The conference was attended by 55 per- 
sons—representatives from the free libraries of 
Milwaukee, Madison, Fond du Lac, La Crosse, 
Green Bay, Eau Claire, Menomonie, Neenah, 
Beaver Dam, Mineral Point, Fort Atkinson, and 
Oconomowoc, and by representatives from the 
libraries of the State University, the State His- 
torical Society and the Public Library Associa- 
tion at Whitewater. Among others in attend- 
ance were Miss Katherine L. Sharp, director of 
the Library Training Class, Armour Institute, 
Chicago, Ill; Trustees Koeppen, Peckham, 
Lindsay and Hamm, Milwaukee Public Library; 
E, A. Birge, Madison, Wis., and Senator J. H. 
Stout, Menomonie Memorial Library. 

The session was opened with an address by 
the president, F. A. Hutchins, on ‘‘ How to 
organize free public libraries in Wisconsin.” 
The president stated that there were 25 free li- 
braries in the state, of which 15 had been organ- 
ized underthe state law. No library which has 
been organized under this law has died; while 
nearly all the libraries which have charged fees 
have failed and the few subscription libraries 
now in operation have a very limited usefulness. 

As a first step towards a free library, the peo- 
ple should understand its purpose. Too often 
the educated people, who are its foremost cham- 
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pions, unwittingly create the impression that a | 


public library is needed mainly as a resort for | 


boys or as conveniences for professional and 
cultivated people and genteel literary clubs. 
These are false notions. The main purpose 
of a library is as distinctly educational as is 
that of the school, only its work is broader. 
It commences with children as young or young- 
er than those the school takes, it follows them 
through the school life and then becomes their 
college, whose eclectic courses broaden through 
a life-time’s work. 

In attempts to persuade men and women, it is 
safe to rely upon the strength and constancy of 
parental love and ambition, and when vou have 
convinced the fathers and mothers of a com- 
munity that a library will make their children 
better, morally and mentally, you can count 
upon their influence to establish it and upon 
their subsequent patronage. 

The necessity of a library should be urged 
through the press, upon the platform, and by 
private appeals. Include in the canvass all citi- 
zens, irrespective of creed, business, or politics, 
whether they are educated or illiterate. To ig- 
nore any class is to imply its indifference to edu- 
cation and frequently to make its leaders hostile 
when they might have been made enthusiastic 
friends. 

The success of a library depends largely vpon 
the wise use of the first money it receives. First 
of all comes the librarian—the soul of the li- 
brary. Neither politics nor social, family or 
church ties, neither kindly private relations nor 
charitable considerations should have any weight 
in choosing a librarian. Save money in other 
ways, but not by employing a forceless man or 
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woman. A librarian should be a leader and a 
teacher, earnest, enthusiastic, and intelligent, 
able to win the confidence of children, and wise 
to lead them by easy stages from good books to 
the best and to train them to be intelligent 
students. 

Then comes the choice of books. These 
should be good and wholesome and interesting 
—not necessarily interesting to the Rev. Dr. 
Smith, who frequently chooses them, but to 
plain John Smith, the laborer, and his children. 
They should be largely forthe children, because 
children are more easily trained to enjoy good 
books than adults, because the homes are best 
reached through them and because every one 
loves the great children’s classics. 

The public library should be as much like the 
home library as possible. Its shelves should be 
accessible toevery one. People may thus be en- 
couraged in the study of subjects for which they 
have special mental aptitudes, whether these 
may be in the higher forms of literature or 
whether they relate to the practical processes 
by which mechanics earn their daily wages. 

Libraries started with an assured income, 
with the right spirit, a good librarian and enter- 
taining books can hardly fai! of success. Many 
problems will arise as the library grows, but 
great help may always be obtained from the 
experience of other libraries. The final word 
of counsel to those organizing libraries may 
well be to get into touch with their co-workers 
in other libraries, so that this great fund of 
experience may be constantly at their service. 

A paper on ‘‘ The province of the Wisconsin 
Library Association” was read by the secretary. 
The objects of the association were said to be 


| threefold: first the encouragement of the found- 


ing of libraries; second, assisting those already 
established ; third, fostering a fraternal spirit 
among librarians. 

Miss Anna E. Hanscome, La Crosse Library, 
read an interesting paper on the ‘* Adaptation 
of libraries to local needs.” She advocated 
special collections to meet special needs in manu- 
facturing communities ; a Children’s Day, with 
special lectures to children, etc. 

Miss L. M. Sutermeister, Eau Claire Library, 
followed with an instructive address on *‘ The 
value of a classified arrangement of books to 
librarians and readers."" Miss Sutermeister 
showed the absolute necessity of such time- 
saving methods in modern library economy. 
This address was followed by five-minute re- 
ports from libraries. 

At the evening session, President Charles 
Kendall Adams, of the University of Wisconsin, 
delivered an address on the ‘“ Educational 
power of a library.” Professor J. C. Freeman, 
of the University of Wisconsin, spoke on ** Li- 
braries and university extension,” in which he 
attacked the travelling library idea, as tend- 
ing to keep people from owning the standard 
works of literature. The travelling library, as 
used in university extension work, was warmly 
defended by Mr. R. G. Thwaites, secretary of 
the Historical Society, who had used such libra- 
ries with great success. Prof. E. A. Birge, of 
the University of Wisconsin, urged greater co- 
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operation between libraries and university ex- 
tension work. In his department — biology — 
he rarely found in libraries even the simplest 
works upon his subject. The study which should 
accompany and follow an extension course de- 
pends largely upon the resources of the local 
public library. 

At the Round Table Conference, on the morn- 
ing of February 14, papers were read on the 
following topics, succeeded by interesting dis- 
cussions: ‘* Selection of books,”’ Miss A. Van 
Valkenburgh, Milwaukee Public Library ; 
‘** Purposes of acard catalog,” Mrs. S. H. Miner, 
Madison ; ‘* Bound periodicals — how to get and 
how to use them,” Miss M. J. Doolittle, Beaver 
Dam ; ‘*‘ Children’s rights in a small library,” 
Miss A. H. McDonnell, Green Bay ; ‘‘ The best 
books for teachers and pupils in the grades,” L. 
E. Gettle, Library Clerk State Superintendent's 
Office; ‘‘ Question-box,” under direction of 
Miss M. M. Oakley, Madison, Wis. 

The afternoon session was devoted to the 
Trustees’ Section and proved to be most 
helpful and suggestive. Miss Katherine L. 
Sharp, director of the Training Class, Armour 
Institute, in a carefully prep: .d paper on‘ The 
library school and training classes,” showed 
their differences and points of resemblance, the 
aims and scope of each. The paper was followed 
by the closest attention and much interest in the 
work subsequently evinced. 

Prof. E. A. Birge, trustee of the Madison 
Library, followed with a keen yet genial talk 
on “ The choice of a librarian,” and ‘‘ The li- 
brarian from the trustee's point of view.” 

Dr. Birge said that the librarian must possess 
all the cardinal virtues as a matter of course. 
Besides this foundation he should have, first, ex- 
ecutive ability, which, Dr. Birge held, included 
a capacity for initiative with his trustees; second, 
a power which for lack of a better term he called 
** book-sense "; and third the knack of getting 
his books into the hands of his people. Dr. Birge 
considers that the trustee, as compared with the 
librarian, is a very unimportant factor in the 
library. 

Miss Theresa West, Milwaukee Public Li- 
brary followed Dr. Birge in the complementary 
paper on “ The trustees from the librarian’s 
point of view.” 

Miss West drew attention to the difference in 
the purpose of the city or town library of to-day 
from that of the library of the past. The first is 
primarily forthe education of the people. The 
second was primarily for the preservation of 
books. This difference in purpose demandsa more 
liberal policy and more varied capacities on the 
part of the trustees. Trustees are rarely appointed 
except they have attained a certain eminence for 
some quality, either knowledge of books, busi- 
ness sagacity, known integrity or political 
power. Each of these qualities may be almost 
equally valuable to the library. Trustees were 
urged to appoint librarians whom they trusted 
and then to grant freedom to execute, to give 
power and exact results. The question was 
suggested whether trustees did not accept limi- 
tations for their libraries from lack of funds 
which need not be accepted ifthe trustees would 


fully use the power and influence which they 
possessed in the community. 

Dr. Geo. W. Peckham, superintendent of 
schools and ex-oficio member of the board of 
trustees, Milwaukee Public Library, presented 
a paper on “State library commissions,” giv- 
ing the history of those of Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire and showing what may be 
gained by similar laws in Wisconsin. A bill 
creating a state library commission, which had 
been previously introduced into the legislature 
by Senator J. H. Stout, trustee of the Menomo- 
nie Library, received the unanimous support of 
the Association, and a committee of five was 
appointed to aid in furthering its passage. 

The president announced that Senator J. H. 
Stout had volunteered to pay the necessary ex- 
penses of aSummer School in Library Economy, 
in connection with the Summer School of the 
State University. 

Miss Katherine L. Sharp was unanimously 
elected the first honorary member of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Officers for 1895-96: President, F. A. Hutch- 
ins, Madison; vice-president, Miss Anna McDon- 
nell, Green Bay ; secretary and treasurer, Miss 
L. E. Stearns. Lutie E. STEARNS, Secretary. 


JOWA LIBRARY SOCIETY. 


Tue Iowa Library Society held its fifth annual 
meeting in Des Moines, Dec. 26-27, 1894. For 
the first time the society met as a section of the 
State Teachers’ Association, On account of ill- 
ness, President T. S. Parvin and Vice-President 
Mrs. Ada North were unable to attend, and 
Hon. H. W. Lathrop was chosen president pro 
tem. 

The privileges and duties of library trustees, 
the diffusion of information concerning our li- 
braries throughout the state, and plans for li- 
brary instruction in the state were the principal 
topics discussed. 

The following addresses were presented: 

Opening address — President Parvin,  i- 
brarian Iowa Masonic Library, Cedar Rapids. 

Report of the acts of the General Assembly 
in relation to public libraries— Judge G: W. 
Wakefield, president board of trustees, Sioux 
City Public Library. 

Reference work: its demands and the best 
methods of improving them— Miss Ella M. 
McLoney, librarian Des Moines Public Library. 

A public library anecessity in every town and 
city of the state — Hon. C. H. Gatch, president 
board of trustees, Des Moines Public Library. 

How and by whomshould library assistants be 
employed ?— Mrs. Stella B. Morse, Des Moines. 

The relation of trustees to their libraries — 
Judge Wakefield, trustee Sioux City Public 
Library. 

The relation of our public libraries to each 
other and to the people of the state— Hon. H. 
W. Lathrop, librarian State Historical Society, 
Iowa City. 

A practical course of study suited to the needs 
of Iowa libraries — Miss Esther Crawford, 
librarian Sioux City Public Library. 

Duties of trustees of public libraries and how 
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they may be best discharged—Hon. D. W. 
Bloomer, president board of trustees, Council 
Bluffs Public Library. 

What are a librarian’s qualifications ?— Mrs. 
Mary W. Loomis, Cherokee. 

Public libraries in connection with our public 
schools, their teachers and pupils — Hon. Alonzo 
Abernethy, principal Cedar Valley Seminary, 
Osage. 

Officers were elected for the ensuing year as 
follows : President, J. W. Rich, librarian State 
University, Iowa City; vice-president, Mrs. 
Stella B. Morse, Des Moines ; secretary, Miss 
Ella M. McLoney, Des Moines Public Library; 
treasurer, Miss Babb, librarian Indianola Public 
Library. Mary W. Loomis, Secretary. 


NEW YORK LIBRARY CLUB. 


Tue February meeting of the New York 
Library Club was held at the Methodist Li- 
brary on Thursday, Feb. 14, the subject being, 
‘* Help of libraries in training for citizenship.” 

President Poole said that the idea of bringing 
up this subject for discussion came to him 
through correspondence with a gentleman inthe 
West, who has been engaged for some time in 
laying out plans to interest boys in govern- 
ment. He has talks by prominent men to which 
all the boys are invited, excursions to places of 
historic interest, and mock voting contests to 
teach them the Australian system. Some of 
his ideas might well be introduced into our 
public schools, for we are living in peculiar 
times, with corruption and misgovernment 
everywhere, and it is of the highest importance 
that the boys have right ideas instilled in them. 
It is the librarian’s place to help forward in 
this great work. He should put on the shelves 
books which will interest the boys in our govern- 
ment, inspire them with ideas of honesty and 
teach them that our rulers are our servants. 
Among the books recommended for this pur- 
pose are: Prof, Seeley’s ‘‘ Citizenship,” ‘* The 
Century book for young Americans,” ‘‘ What a 
boy saw in the army,” Parkhurst’s ‘‘ Our fight 
with Tammany,” Hoffman's ‘‘ Sphere of state,” 
and Conkling’s ‘‘ City government in the U.S.” 
Every library should also have the February 
Bulletin of the Providence Public Library, 
which contains a bibliographical list on municipal 
government. 

At the Brooklyn Y. M. C. A. a series of 
sociological talks have been given by such men 
as R. R. Bowker, Jacob Riis, and Judge White, 
and great enthusiasm has been aroused which 
has resulted in forming classes in Christian 
sociology and civil government. By this 
means the use of the library is stimulated and 
people, being brought to think along lines of 
government soon learn to think along right 
lines, and, being made to realize their position 
towards society, are ready to do their part to- 
wards making it right. 

At the Railroad Men’s Branch of the Y. M. 


C. A. nothing has been done on the special 
line of good government, but a course of select 
reading has been made up, different distin- 
guished men having been asked to select the 
10 best books in their line of study. Thus, Drs 
Vincent and Cuyler selected books on religion, 
George Gunton on economics, Hamilton Mabie 
on fiction, Theodore Roosevelt on travel, and 
Justin Winsor on English and American history. 
These books have been put together in the form 
of the travelling libraries and little pamphlets 
have been printed with the list of books and 
rules of the course. 

Mr. Pasko thought that the fires of patriotism 
were dying out in the United States, and that 
it was the duty of the librarian to stir them up. 
All dull books, like the majority of lives and 
speeches, should be kept out of sight, while 
such books as Parkman’s should be brought 
prominently before the reader. 

Rev. Dr. Thomas gave a very interesting ac- 
count of how he secured books and magazines 
for the soldiers, in the time of the war, at half 
price, realizing the necessity for this after see- 
ing with what eagerness they read anything they 
could get hold of, even the cheapest and trashi- 
estof books. Mr. Nelson then called on him to 
explain his method of preserving newspapers 
and periodicals. As the Methedist Library re- 
ceives a great number of these, it was necessary 
to find the cheapest and most convenient way of 
disposing of them, a problem which he has 
solved to his satisfaction by using manilla rope 
paper. This must be folded the way of the grain 
and with the convex side out, and when so treat- 
ed adapts itself readily to the shape of the vol- 
ume within, thus taking up no more space than 
is necessary, and forming a very durable cover. 
It is a method which must be seen and explained 
in order to be appreciated, and all librarians who 
have problems of that nature to deal with should 
not fail to call on Dr, Thomas for the explana- 
tion. 

The club then spent a delightful hour looking 
over the immense building of the Methodist 
Book Concern. 

The following persons were elected members 
of the club: E. B. Woodruff, Jane Austen Rus- 
sell, Helen E. Haines, Judge W: Ware Peck, 
G. J. McAndrew, John C. Sickley, Mary E. Mer- 
rington, Louis Evans Shipman, and Mrs, Dora 
E. Miller, HAkriet B. Prescott, Secretary. 


CHICAGO LIBRARY CLUB, 


A VERY interesting meeting of the Chicago 
Library Club was held on the appointed date, 
Friday evening, Feb. 8. By invitation of Mrs. 
Zella Allen Dixson, the meeting was held at 
the University of Chicago in the chapel of Cobb 
Hall. Despite a cold and stormy evening, a 
goodly number were present and the rooms of 
the University made a delightful meeting-place. 

The meeting was presided over by Miss 
Lydia A. Dexter, of the Newberry Library. The 
program, combining excellent musical and 
literary features, was opened by a piano solo by 
Mr. James F. Baldwin. The regular club 
business, reading of minutes, etc., was then 


a 
ret 
| 
Library Clubs, 
ine, 
| 
ae 
t 
| 
| 
; 


96 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


[March, ’95 


carried through, followed by a violin solo by 
Miss Charlotte Capen. Mrs. Dixson then gave 
an address on ‘‘ Departmental libraries,” treat- 
ing especially of the methods used in the 
University of Chicago. The program was 
interesting throughout, and the only disap- 
pointment to those present was that all of the 
club members could not have been present to 
enjoy it. The meeting was closed by a “‘ per- 
sonally conducted tour” among the depart 
mental libraries in the University buildings, 
under charge of Mr. Clarence A. Torrey, who 
is Mrs. Dixson’s able lieutenant in the super- 
vision of these libraries, and who explained in 
detail their workings and gave practical object- 
lessons that well illustrated Mrs. Dixson’s previ- 
ous description. 
E: L. BurcHARD, Secretary. 


Library Economy and fistorp. 


LOCAL, 


Brookline (Mass.) P. Z. An interesting ex- 
hibit of pictorial posters was opened in the 
Brookline Public Library on Feb. 12, and con- 
tinued for two weeks. The exhibit, which was 
the first of its kind given by a library, attracted 
much attention and was excellently representa- 
tive of the best work in modern ‘‘ poster art.” 
It comprised about 105 examples, principally 
advertisements of prominent magazines and new 
books, by Beardsley, Penfield, Cheret, Grasset, 
Bradley, Rhead and others ; most of the ex- 
amples were contributed by leading publishers. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. Pratt Institute F. L. The 
original intent'on of devoting the handsome new 
building, now in construction, to the uses of a 
museum, fine arts building and library combined 
has been abandoned, and the building will be 
entirely given up to the library, which will thus 
be largely extended and much improved in ad- 
ministration. As already noted (L. J., 19: 389), 
work on the building was begun in October, 
1894. It isnow rapidly nearing completion, and 
by June r it is expected that it will be ready for 
public use. It is intimated that the erection of 
a third building, to be devoted to art uses is 
planned by the trustees. 


Cambridge (Mass.) P. L. (Rpt.) Added 2724; 
total 46,770. Issued, home use 119,631 (fict. 
45 %); ref. use, 5768 (this covers only books issued 
from the circulating department). Issued on 
teachers’ cards 693; school delivery 5325. No. 
cardholders 7073. 

The trustees devote most of their report to an 
earnest tribute to Miss A. L. Hayward, the late 
librarian. Since her death in October, 1894, the 
charge of the library has devolved upon Miss 
Etta L. Russell, who has carried on most suc- 
cessfully the work of administration. The new 
librarian, Mr. W. L. R. Gifford, had not assumed 
his duties at the time the report was concluded. 
During the year past the library has been re- 
modelled and improved, allowing opportunity 
for future extension. One of the most impor- 
tant changes was the establishment of achildren’s 


room, modelled in a measure upon that of the 
Brookline Public Library. This was largely 
Miss Hayward’s own plan and she was most 
active in its preparation. Speaking of the li- 
brary in its improved form Miss Russell says : 

‘*No more precious legacy could have been 
left by our beloved librarian than this library, 
equipped as it is for broad and useful work. To 
those daily associated with her, the memory of 
her faithful, conscientious spirit, and her readi- 
ness in serving others, wi!l ever be an incentive 
and inspiration. By herthoughtfulconsideration, 
her unvarying kindness and sympathy, her rare 
justice, she endeared herself to all, and won the 
deepest love and respect.” 

The trustees say: ‘‘It isto be regretted 
that the structure of the building does not 
permit us to go very much farther in the 
direction of freer access to the shelves — which 
is the modern tendency in libraries —the space 
for readers in the stack-room itself being so 
very limited. It has been suggested that the 
main works on American history—the de- 
partment most consulted— should be brought 
together in the room not yet appropriated, 
over the children’s room, and that all students 
of that department should have free access 
there. This will be virtually an enlargement 
of the reference library, implying few, if any, 
additional restrictions.” 

Among the problems confronting the library 
staff are the reshelving and renumbering the 
books under an improved classification, the 
need of a new complete card catalog, and the 
desirability of a classification and arrangement 
of pamphlets and public documents. 


Cleveland, O. Case ZI. The remodelled 
Case Library was opened with an informal re- 
ception on the afternoon and evening of Feb. 
2. As altered, the library occupies three floors 
of the Case business block. The first floor is de- 
voted to the circulating department, the second 
is given upto the reference department, and the 
third is reserved for periodicals; all the floors 
are finished in highly polished quartered oak. 
There are about 20 bookcases on each floor, con- 
taining the library’s 35,000 v. The rooms are 
lighted by gas and electricity, and the fit- 
tings and furniture are of the newest and most 
approved description. The Case Library is an 
outgrowth of the Young Men’s Literary Society 
of Cleveland, established in 1846; it received the 
building in which the library is located as a be- 
quest from Leonard Case, which also gave it its 
present name. In June, 1894, the library was 
closed for the alterations which have just been 
completed. The cost of the improvements ex- 
ceeded $40,000, but the remodelling of the 
building means a new era to the library, for not 
only are its own possibilities extended, but the 
changes in the building will lead to increased 
rentals, thus swelling the library's income, and 
permitting a more liberal policy in the purchase 
of books. A start has been made towards the 
formation of a music library, which it is ex- 
pected will develop into an important depart- 
ment. 


Colorado State L., Denver. Added 1513; total 
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11,240; issued 105. Of the 11,240 books reported, | those reported missing in previous years 26 
but 8880 are on the shelves, the remainder be- | 


ing stored with the secretary of state. 


Denver (Col.) City L. (Rpt.) Added 1251; 
total 26,063. Issued, home use 151,403; lib. 
use 19,309. 

Detroit ( Mich.) P. L. The library of the De- 
troit Medical Library} Association has been 
presented to the Public Library by the members 
of the association. The only condition to the 
gift was the proviso that the collection be kept 
as a separate department of the library. 


Glen Cove, L. I, The organization of a pub- 
lic library for Glen Cove is progressing rapidly. 


were found in their places, having been silently 
returned during the year. Of books reported 
missing since 1883 there are still 598 unaccounted 
for; 396 having disappeared from the reserved 
books, and 202 from the stack. Of these 165 
unaccounted-for volumes of the year just closed 
121 have disappeared from the books of refer- 
ence, reserved books, and other collections ex- 
posed to the handling of all frequenters of the 
library, the other 44 having disappeared from 
the shelves to which only the staff of the 
library, officers of the college, and a limited 
number of other persons have access. Inthe 
stack, fewer cases than usual of disarrangement 


| were discovered, owing to a supervision of the 


A room has been furnished with adequate shelv- | 


ing and a number of books have been givenas a 
nucleus. The library has also been designated 
as adepository forthe publications of the Smith- 


sonian Institution; it will also probably become a | 


borrower of the New York State ‘travelling 
libraries.” 


Hartford, Ct. Watkinson L. An interesting 
‘** Napoleon exhibition” was opened at the library 
early in January. It comprised books, prints, 
and pictures illustrating the life and times of the 
emperor, and was surprisingly full and varied. 
Over 400 pictures were shown, arranged to illus- 
trate 1, the Bonaparte family ; 2, the French 
Revolution and Egyptian expedition; 3, the 
Consulate and empire, the Hundred Days and 
St. Helena; 4, the architecture, manners, and 
customs of the times. There were 80 portraits 
of Napoleon, reproductions of many well-known 
historical pictures in which Napoleon figures, 
and many interesting prints, books, and relics il- 
lustrating the subject. Theexhibition was most 
successful; the attendance was large and appre- 
ciative; and the display has been the means of 
introducing the library to many persons who 
would otherwise have remained unacquainted 
with it. 


Harvard Univ. L., Cambridge, Mass. (17th 
rpt.) Added 15,788 v.; total 437,747 v., 350,368 
pm. Besides this total the bcoks shelved in 
dept. libraries, and not included in the forego- 
ing figures, amount to 11,631 v. Issued from 
Gore Hall 105,060. 

‘*It is the observation of those in charge 
of the reference service, of which no sta- 
tistics are kept, that it is constantly in- 
creasing year by year, and that the increase 
for last year was very great.’’ During the 
year 1162 books were borrowed by students of 
Radcliffe College, and 249 ‘‘ admission cards” 
to the shelves were issued for purposes of spe- 
cial research, ‘‘ Eighteen years ago only 57 ¢ 
of the college students used the library. In the 
last year, of the 1656 undergraduates, only 359 
failed to borrow books, and of this last number 
301 drew out reserve books. This reduces the 


number of students who made no recorded use 
of the library to 58 out of a total of 1656,” 
“The number of volumes which failed to 
be accounted for was 165, a large increase over 
last year, and equal to the loss in 1891, when 
a professional thief made depredations, Of 


shelves during the winter, only 124 books being 
found on wrong shelves. This unsatisfactory 
condition has grown out of various causes: First, 
as regards the stack, it is open to the entire staff 
of instruction; to students who hold cards of 
admission; tothe library staff; and to an occa- 
sional special investigator. Such an aggregate 
of frequenters will have an inevitable percentage 
of careless people, to use no harsher term. Sec- 
ondly, as regards the reserved and reference 
books, they are practically open to the handling 
of any one who chooses to touch them, and 
offer a field for depredation to any irresponsible 
person, who places the selfish enjoyment of a 
book or the pecuniary gain of its possession 
higher than honesty, or who finds no convenient 
opportunity for rectifying acts of aberration or 
thoughtlessness. The worst feature of the trans- 
action is the despicable disregard of the rights 
of fellow-students, who are thus deprived of the 
use of such books.” 

During the year 9969 titles were cataloged 
by the catalog department, which was somewhat 
reduced by resignations from its staff. Among 
the additions to the library were a large part of 
the library of Francis Parkman, a collection on 
angling and fish culture given by Mr. John Bart- 
lett, and other important accessions; most of 
these still await cataloging. The 89 maps be- 
longing to the Parkman collection have been 
arranged in the map department, and a list of 
their subjects is given inthereport. Financially 
the library is hampered and restricted by lack of 
funds, which not only reduces the accessions, but 
materially affects the convenience and use of the 
collection. Prof. Winsor says: ‘‘ What I have 
repeatedly said about the insufficiency of Gore 
Hall, for the uses of the library, I can only repeat 
with renewed emphasis: ‘I have exhausted the 
language of warning and anxiety, in represent- 
ing the totally inadequate accommodations for 
books and readers which Gore Hall affords. 
Each 12 months brings us nearer to a chaotic 
condition. The library goes on with its natu- 
ral accessions, and friends of learning give us 
the means to add more and more to our growth. 
We have as yet no assurance to give them that 
their gifts can be properly cared for, and the use 
of their books properly regulated for the gen- 
eral good.’ During the year (in March and 
April) we found it necessary to box up 15,000 
volumes and store them beyond reach, in order 
to make room for new accessions, believed to be 
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of larger present interest. In selecting these 
books to be put aside, the records of circulation 
were examined to lead us to the choice of those 
in least demand. The removal, however, was 
no sooner made than complaints began to come 
in of the deprivations which by this act were im- 
posed on the frequenters of the library. This is 
a sufficient answer, if one be needed, to the un- 
reasoning demand, sometimes made of large 
libraries, that their shelves shall be thinned out 
by discarding useless books. Every librarian of 
large experience knows that there are no such 
books. A university library, which is the lead- 
ing one in the country, needs, above all others, 
to answer every bibliographical inquiry by pro- 
ducing the book. Merit is but one test of the 
value of a book to a large library.” 


Helena (Mont.) P. LZ. Financial difficulties 
have seriously hampered the work of the library 
for the past six months. Lack of funds and 
of sufficient force has compelled the interruption 
of the cataloging and the resources of the li- 
brary are not equal to the demands made upon 
it. In the Audictin for January, 1895—the first 
issued since June of the previous year —the 
authorities say: ‘‘ The overcrowded condition 
at the library is apparent to all. The book- 
shelves are entirely full. Some books have al- 
ready been taken away to the store-room and 
more will have to be removed. Even the tops 
of the cases have to be utilized. The reading- 
rooms become uncomfortably filled with readers 
and some have to go away for lack of accommo- 
dations. New chairs have been bought, but the 
reading-room space is not half large enough. 
The facilities for heating are not sufficient to 
keep the rooms comfortably warm in cold 
weather. The whole support of the library 
comes from a tax on the property of the city of 
one-half-mill on the dollar, yielding this year 
about $6500. This is less than former years 
on account of a reduction of the assessment 
from over $20,000,000 in 1891 to about $13,500,- 
ooo in 1894. The library is confronted each 
year with a reduction in revenue, while patron- 
age and the work that patronage brings is con- 
tinually increasing.” 


Indianapolis (Ind.) P. LZ. A bill taking the 
Public Library out of the hands of the school 
board and placing it under the control of a 
board of directors was passed by the legislature 
on Feb. 13. The bill provides for six directors, 
to be appointed by the circuit judge and the 
county clerk, who shall have control of all li- 
brary property, heretofore vested in the board of 
school commissioners. All employees of the li- 
brary are placed under a system of civil service 
rules, and except in the case of the librarian, 
assistant librarian and secretary, places will be 
given only on competitive examinations. 


Kansas City (Mo.) P. ZL. Ata meeting of the 
board of education early in February W. F. 
Hackney, the architect of the board, was ap- 
pointed as architect of the new public library 
building and directed to draw up plans for the 
building. A site forthe building has already 
been secured; it is in a central location, opposite 


the Y. M. C. A. building, and cost $30,000, 
The library building is to cost $200,000. 


Kansas State Agricultural College L., Man- 
hattan. (gth biennial rpt.) Added 2459; total 
18,488. ‘‘During the past two years, the 
growth of the library has depended almost en- 
tirely upon the college itself. An insignificant 
appropriation of $250 was made for the year 
ending June 30, 1893. The same amount was 
available for the preceding year. This sum 
was barely enough to pay for the periodicals for 
the reading-room. For the year ending June 
30, 1894, no state appropriation was made, nor 
will any fund be available for the purchase of 
books during the coming year. Early in 1893, 
the board of regents authorized the expenditure 
of $3000 from the current funds of the college 
for the purchase of books. With this fund, 
a considerable number of valuable books was 
bought ; but the financial condition of the col- 
lege did not warrant us in making the total 
expenditure. In all, purchases amounting to 
$2665.50 were made from the income fund dur- 
ing the two years. This was far from being 
sufficient to provide for the immediate wants 
of the various departments. The maximum 
amount allowed any department was $350.” 

The librarian urges the necessity of an annual 
library appropriation of at least $5000. 

He alludes aJso to the satisfactory results of 
the system of free access to the books, which 
has been practised in the college library from 
the beginning, and says: ‘‘Our losses during 
the past eight years from the abuse of the 
privilege of free access to the books, have been 
less than $15, alltold. The policy of excluding 
the students from the books would have re- 
quired the constant employment of an additional 
attendant upon the library, while the advantages 
of the free system are beyond comparison 
great.” 

A new and handsome library building has 
been erected with a book capacity of 70,000 v.; 
it contains, as yet, shelving for 20,000 v. 


Lenox (Mass.) L. The library management, 
has, since December, given a series of lectures 
and entertainments that have proved very pop- 
ular. There are six evenings devoted to the 
course, which began December 1, and concludes 
on March 23, and the program comprises illus- 
trated lectures on travel and science, readings 
by Prof. Locke Richardson, and a concert. 


Mankato (Minn.) P. L. The Mankato Public 
Library was opened on Feb. 6. It contains 
about 2000 v., and is established and supported 
by a tax levy, under the provisions of the state 
law. The books were cataloged and classified 
by Mis. M..W. Loomis, secretary of the Iowa 
Library Society; the librarian is Miss Minnie 
M’Graw. 


Memphis, Tenn. Cossitt L. On Feb. 2, the 
Cossitt Library was made a circulating library, 
and books were for the first time issued to 
applicants for home use. The rules and form 
of application adopted differ little from those 
generally in use, save that a fine of five cents a 
day is imposed for holding a book beyond the 
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date of return, that no book will be reissued to | 


the same applicant or to a member of the ap- 
plicant’s household until two days after its re- 
turn, and that the rules as to guarantors and 
applications are rather minute in restrictions, etc. 


Milwaukee (Wis.) P. LZ. (17th rpt.) Added 
6322; total 75,162. Issued, home use 281,795 
(fict. 42.1 % ; juv. 21.8 %) ; no record of reference 
use is kept; reading-room attendance 92,162 
(Sunday visitors 6467). No. cardholders 17,220, 
Receipts $49,755.72 ; expenses $32,608. 89. 

The statistics show a very large increase over 
any previous year in the home use of books. 
The absolute gain over the preceding year is 
122,182, being a relative gain of 77%. 


interest that space alone forbids extended quo- 
tation, 
rians, who will find it full of suggestion and 
inspiration. A lucid summary is given of the 
delays and difficulties that have arisen to pre- 
vent the erection of the much-needed library 
building which was undertaken in 1893. Law- 
suits, municipal quarrels and lack of public 
spirit among the city authorities have brought 
the matter toa standstill and prevented progress. 

The work with the schools, which has been 
systematically conducted by the library since 
1888, proves year by year more valuable, and 
15 € of the circulation of books belongs to this 
department. During the year an author catalog 
of the library has been completed and placed in 
the circulating department, and three numbers 
of the quarterly index to additions have been 
issued. The bindery established by the library 
has proved most satisfactory and is ‘‘to the 
librarian one of the most satisfactory experi- 
ments ever tried.” 

Referring to the increasing appreciation and 
usefulness of the library, Miss West says: ‘* The 
real efficiency of this or any other library must 
always be dependent upon the ability and cour- 
tesy of those officials who come into closest rela- 
tions with the public. Noexcellence of regula- 
tion by the trustees, no direction or inspiration 
by the librarian, can ever overcome incapacity, 
dulness and indifference on the part of the as- 
sistants. The view which regards their work 
as a mere mechanical routine is far aside from 
the truth. They have constant need of every 
resource that culture and courtesy can supply. 
Their hours of work are long, and busy days, 
which are almost incessant now, are exhausting 
in the extreme, not only to the body, but to 
mind and nerves as well. It is my firm con- 
viction that the funds of the library can be used 
in no way more effective for its best interests 
than inthe gradual increase of salaries paid 
for efficient service of this kind. The library 
needs to be able to tempt into its service and to 
retain by some other chain than their love for 
the work, able, original and kindly women. 
An increase of salaries based on experience 
merely, which has been the rule in the past, is 
not entirely satisfactory, as it has been granted 
to the ambitious and indifferent alike and has 
offered no reward for special! effort.” 

The report is made still more valuable by the 
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inclusion in full of Miss West's paper on ‘*‘ Li- 
brary building” and the report on ‘‘ Reading 
for the young,” by Miss L. E. Stearns, both of 
which were among the notable features of the 
Lake Placid Conference of the A.L. A. in 1894. 


New Hampshire F. P. L. Commission (2d rpt.). 
This report covers two years— 1893 and 1&94 
—and isa most gratifying record of progress in 
the direction of establishing town libraries. Of 
the 233 towns in the state 60 had town libraries in 
1891. Since then 113 have been established, 
making a total of 173. Sixty towns have no 
town libraries, but in many of these there are 
subscription libraries, or libraries established 
through private generosity. The summary of 


libraries, with a total of 576,961 volumes, ex- 
These include 
14 free libraries other than town, 40 subscrip- 
tion, two circulating, 24 school, two college, six 
state and department, and the library of the 
New Hampshire Historical Society. Carefully 
tabulated statistics present these figures, and 
the report shows painstaking and accuracy. Pp. 
26-56 are devoted to short historical sketches 
of various libraries, with illustrations of the 
buildings, and the report contains some admi- 
rable ‘* suggestions as to library methods" ac- 
companied by illustrative forms, etc. 


New Orleans, Za. On Jan. 31 the city council 
unanimously voted to establish a free public 
library in the vacated criminal court building, 
the nucleus of the library to be the Lyceum 
Library, heretofore housed in the city hall, 
and the Fisk Free Library, now in Tulane Uni- 
versity. The Fisk Free Library, wasestablished 
in 1845 by a bequest of books and real property 
from Abijah Fisk, and was for years in charge of 
the Mechanics’ Institute. In 1882, after the dis- 
solution of the Institute, the collection was placed 


| in the custody of the University of Louisiana. 


Later, when the State University was incorpo- 
rated with Tulane University, the library passed 
under the management of the latter institution, 
where it has since continued. The removal of 
Tulane University to its new building in a re- 
mote quarter of the city brought up the question 
of the transfer of the Fisk Library. It was gen- 
erally thought thatthe library should be central- 
ly located, and through the efforts of the mayor 
and others interested, steps were taken towards 
making it the nucleus of a general free public 
library. It was decided to remodel and alter the 
criminal court building, in the heart of the city, 
for library purposes, and to transfer there the 
Fisk Library and the Lyceum Library, to be 
conducted as a free public library. The remod- 
elling of the building is estimated at about $20,- 
000. The Fisk Library has an income of $2000 
yearly, which it is proposed to increase by city 
appropriation to about $12,000. The books of 
the two libraries number about 25,000 v., but 
the collection will have to be thoroughly over- 
hauled, weeded out and increased by new addi- 
tions before it is ready for circulation. The 
movement has the general support of the local 
press, and it seems probable that the work of 
organization will soon be in vigorous operation, 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 
‘ 
4 
¥ 
j 
| 
‘ 
} 
4 
i 


100 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


[ March, ’95 


New York. Aguilar F. L. (6th rpt.) Added 
5036; total 25,848. Issued 253,349 (fict. varies 
from .§55 % to .777 % at the three libraries) ; 
reading-room attendance 184,144; no. borrow- 
ers 4065. Receipts $14,257.58; expenses $12,- 
049.29. 

The year has been a gratifying one at each of 
the three libraries, The library committee say : 
‘*The proportion of circulation to the number 
of volumes in the library is shown in a report 
of the state library department. In this it 
appears that the proportionate circulation of the 
Aguilar Free Library is the largest of any li- 
brary in the state, being about 10 to one. 

“‘Aid is given to readers, as far as possible, 
by lists and by personal advice. During the 
past year juvenile lists have been issued at the 
East Broadway and Lexington avenue libraries. 
A new fiction list at the Lexington avenue /i- 
brary and a biography list for the East Broad- 
way branch are almost ready to be issued. The 
card catalog of the East Broadway branch is 
complete, and should be printed as soon as a 
few more additions are made. Lists of biogra- 
phy, of books relating to lectures and special 
events, from time to time posted on our literary 
bulletins, are used with success in calling the at- 
tention of readers to the books on our shelves. 
Visits are constantly made to schools to main- 
tain the co-operation of the school and the 
library. As far as possible, books are pur- 
chased that can supplement school-work.” 

An appeal is made for additional money sup- 
port, permitting the securing of better quarters 
for the Lexington avenue branch, an increase 
of the library force, and extension of the work 
generally. 


New York F. C. L. Total 76,860. Issued 
636,043 (fict. averaging from 27% at Bond street 
branch to 56% at Ottendorfer branch); reading- 
room attendance 180,778; Sunday circulation 
41,641; no. borrowers 57,645. Receipts $34,- 
586.98; expenses $34,139.06. 

There has been an increase of 105,006 vol- 
umes over the circulation of the previous year. 
The increase in the expenses of the year has 
been but $1561.17, of which $1217.53 was spent 
in books, ‘ leaving an increased cost of $243.74 
in administration for the increased circulation of 
105,006 v."” At each of the six libraries the 
record is the same — increased use, extended 
opportunities, and development hampered by 
lack of funds. The increase in use was largest 
at the time of the greatest financial depression, 
and has lessened materially during the last two 
months. The use of the reading-room has 
been about the same, although certain restric- 
tions have been made in its use — *‘ excluding in 
a great measure the tramps—by which the 
rooms have been rendered much more useful to 
students, the character of the attendance much 
improved, the reading more satisfactory, and 
the books of reference more frequently and in- 
telligently consulted. To those having no quiet 
homes the reading-rooms have been places of 
rest and comfort in many a trying hour.” 

The chairman of the library committee says : 
‘The average cost per volume issued has 


been reduced to five and a half cents, and at 
one of the libraries to four and a half cents, in- 
cluding all expenses. The salaries account has 
been slightly increased at the expense of the 
cataloging department. The librarian-in-chief 
reports: ‘ The economies practised this year 
present unique features—some, indeed, which 
I sincerely hope will not have to be resorted to 
during the coming year. The greatly increas- 
ing work last winter called for a large addition 
to the working force, but we had no money with 
which to hire help. The relief committees 
came to our assistance and sent us six girls and 
one man, whose wages they paid for a term of 
three to seven months of service, Some of these 
persons gave such satisfaction that they were 
retained and placed on our pay-roll when the 
committees closed their work. Still, they are 
not just the kind of assistants that we wish to 
employ in large number, and the wages paid are 
far too small. The first assistants in all cases 
should be such women as can be properly ad- 
vanced to the highest place,and should receive 
an adequate salary.’ 

‘*In spite of the unusfal heat of the summer 
and the many extra demands upon them, the 
librarians have continued to take the greatest 
interest in their work, have organized among 
themselves classes of instruction in English 
history and literature and in the German lan- 
guage and literature, in hours when not em- 
ployed, and have voluntarily joined a cataloging 
class under the charge of the librarian-in-chief 
and the cataloger, from which results of great 
value to the library are sure to follow.” 

An earnest appeal is made for more adequate 
financial support forthe library. The trustees 
say that they ‘‘ feel sure that if the work of the 
library were only sufficiently well known, the in- 
come from contributions alone would go far 
towards furnishing an adequate support for the 
existing libraries. In other cities the expense 
of supporting a free circulating library isa public 
charge, and yet, with the slight assistance given 
by public funds for this purpose in New York, 
the circulation of books from the six branches 
of the New York Free Circulating Library is 
exceeded only by the libraries of Boston and 
Chicago.” 


New York Mercantile L. (74th rpt.) Added 
5556; total 246514. Issued, home use 176,873 
(Eng. fict. 48.48 #); ref. use 45,885; reading-room 
attendance 24,636. New members 97; total 
membership 5104. Receipts $26,164.34; ex- 
penses $24,979.12. 

The yearly exhibition of the art and illus- 
trated books contained in the library was held 
on Wednesday, February 7, 1894, and the in- 
terest heretofore displayed in the exhibitions 
was fully maintained. 

‘‘ The two most popular publications of the 
year, judged by the demand and the extent of 
our purchases, were ‘‘ Trilby,” of which 100 
copies were purchased, and the ‘‘ Manxman,” 
by Hall Caine.” 


New York. Y. M.C. A. L. On Washington's 
Birthday the library of the Y. M. C. A. invited 
the art schools of New York and Brooklyn, and 


— 
~ 
| 
4 
| 


March, '95] 


other interested people, to an exhibition of art 
books, belonging to its collection. The books 
displayed were those that would be especially 
interesting to designers and decorators. There 
was a large attendance. The free use of note- 
books and the eager attention of the visitors 
showed that such an exhibition had a special 
value to those in attendance. This is the sev- 
enth annual art exhibition held by the Library 
on Feb. 22. 

Plans are being prepared for a $500,000 
building for the Y. M. C. A. It will be erected 
in 56th and 57th streets, between Eighth and 
Ninth avenues, and will have two frontages 
of 75 feet each. It is expected that work on 
it will be begun in May, and that it will be 
ready for occupancy in the fall of 1896. The 
building will be six stories in height. The 
main entrance will be in 57th street. The re- 
ception-room, two parlors, a reading-room, and 
a smal! lecture-hall will be on the first floor. 
In the basement will be bowling-alleys, a bi- 
cycle-room, shower-baths, a swimming-tank, 
16 by 40 feet, and lockers. The boys’ depart- 
ment, on the first floor and basement, will consist 
of a reception-room, gymnasium, and bath. On 
the second floor will be a lecture-room seating 
664 persons. On the third, fourth, and fifth 
floors will be studios, class-rooms, a smoking- 
room, and a dining-room and kitchen. Provis- 
ion is also mace for a large gymnasium, and for 
a number of bedrooms. 

The greater part of the library now housed in 
the 23d street branch of the association will be 
moved to the new building, where it will occupy 
the fifth and sixth stcries of the 56th street side. 
There will be room for 83,000 volumes. On the 
sixth floor will be a large reading-room, and 
this floor will be devoted to the reference 
department. 

The building will cost in the neighborhood of 
$500, 000. 


Philadelphia F. L. The library was formally 
opened in its new quarters on the evening of 
Feb. 22. Among the speakers were Ainsworth 
R. Spofford, Librarian of Congress; Governor 
Hastings, of Pennsylvania, Senator Boies Pen- 
rose, Dr. William Pepper, and others. A large 
number of books have recently been given to 
the library. President Pepper, of the board of 
trustees, issued a general letter to the public 
before the opening, announcing that the library 
would be opened on Washington's Birthday and 
requesting all visitors on that day, and dur- 
ing the ensuing week to bring ‘‘ one book or 
as many books as they can give.” This appeal 
added a goodly number of volumes to the li- 
brary’s shelves. The work of altering and re- 
fitting the new rooms cost over $5000, which 
was defrayed from the income of the Pepper 
bequest; the library has now shelf-room for 
about 150,000 v., but possesses as yet only 
20,000 v. 


Plainfield (N. J.) F. P. L. Nine new peri- 
odicals have been added to the list of those 
regularly received by the general library, and 
25 to the Babcock Scientific Library collection. 


St. Louis (Mo.) Mercantile L, (49th rpt.) 
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Added 4191; total 89,686 (excluding 569 v. of 
duplicate novels). Issued, home use 98,303 
(fict. 75.2%); no record of reference use is kept. 
New members 273; membership 3660. Receipts 
$52,481.25; expenses $54,717.65. The floating 
debt is now $18,559.71, having been increased 
$2236.40 during the year. 

‘*The experiment known as the ‘duplicate 
collection’ of popular novels, which are issued 
at 10 cents apiece, has been a marked success. 
It was begun in January, 1894, by the expendi- 
ture of $100. During the year 579 v. were pur- 
chased at a cost of $495.04; these were issued 
7590 times, showing a total receipt from issues 
of $767.60, and a net balance of $272.56 besides 
569 v. in good condition. 

** We are now making a determined effort to 
bring together such a collection of Missouriana 
as will be not only creditable, but invaluable to 
students and writers. All books and pamphlets 
illustrating the history of Missouri which had 
been acquired were entered in a separate official 
catalog last winter, and additions have been 
made as fast as our resources and the opportu- 
nities of the market would allow. We now have 
a collection of about 2000 volumes and pam- 
phliets relating to Missouri, and to the Louisiana 
Territory down to December, 1812, when the 
Missouri Territory was separately organized. 
A public catalog of these works is in course of 
preparation,” 


Stockton (Cal.) P. ZL. On Feb, 12 the library 
board was notified that the new public library 
building was finished and ready for dedication, 
The date of the formal opening has not yet been 
set. The building has cost about $50,000 and was 
erected from the bequest of $75,000 left for the 
purpose by Dr. Hazleton, of New York City, in 
1892, $15,000 of the bequest being reserved for 
the purchase of books. The building is of brick 
veneered with white marble; the architecture is 
Greek, of the Ionic order. Along the main 
frontage is a portico, each column of which is 
17 feet high between the base and capital, The 
entrance is flanked by columns of marble and 
opens on a vestibule ro feet square, floored, 
lined, and ceiled in fancy marbles. The main 
reading-room is 39 feet by 74 feet, witha special 
apartment for ladies on one side and for men on 
the other. The central portion of the reading- 
room is open to the roof, and on each side 
there is a row of handsome columns arranged in 
half-circle, carrying a gallery. The rear half of 
the building is largely devoted to a stack-room, 
36 x 41 feet, lighted by a skylight only. Across 
the front of the stack-room is a grille, subdi- 
vided by marble columns and resting on a mar- 
ble counter. Every opening in this apartment 
can be instantly closed by a steel curtain, and 
cut off from the rest of the building. On the 
left of the stack-room are the librarian’s offices 
and the hallway leading from the side entrance 
of the building to the ladies’ reading-room. On 
the right of the stack-room is a newspaper 
reading-room, 20 x 48 feet, connecting with the 
librarian’s quarters by the hallway which de- 
taches the stack-room. Over the librarlan's 
office is a trustees’ room, and over the news 
paper-room an art gallery, 
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Topeka (Kan.) F. L. Additions not given; | completed until January last. Further, the 


total 12,617. Issued, home use 79,212; lib. use 
6441. Receipts $4867.51; expenses $5016.60, 
leaving a deficit of $149.09. With last year’s 
deficit of $716.61 this leaves the library with a 
total indebtedness of $805.70. 


Warwick (Mass.) P. Z. The new building 
erected in Warwick for the purposes of a town 
hall, selectmen’s office, and library was dedicated 
on Jan. 10. The building has long been needed 
and formal action was taken to secure it in 
March, 1893, when the town council appropri- 
ated $s000 for its erection. The architect's 
services were given to the town by James E. 
Fuller, of the firm of Fuller & Delano, of Wor- 
cester. A central site was chosenand the build- 
ing was completed by the end of 1894. It is a 
two-story wooden structure, 45x60 feet, and 
contains a main hall with a seating capacity of 
300, a banquet-room and kitchen, selectmen’s 
offices, council-rooms, cloak-rooms, and the li- 
rary room. The latter is on the first floor, to the 
left of the main entrance; it is pleasant and well 
lighted, with shelving for about 5000 v.  Itnow 
contains about 3000 v. 


Wilkesbarré, Pa. Osterhout F. L. ‘*‘ There 
were loaned from the library in 1894, 66,101 
v., being an increase of 5134 v. over 1893. 
The per cent. of fiction loaned was 67. Thus 
slowly the distribution of books is increasing 
among the people, and we have the satisfaction 
of knowing that the increase is in the right 
direction. The use of the reference department 
has been much larger than ever before, and we 
can see plainly how the library is growing to be 
an integral part of the life of the people. Its 
capabilities for usefulness, which are constantly 
augmented, are being more and more appre- 
ciated, and we have welcomed a much larger 
number of people from our own city, as well as 
from the neighboring towns, than in any pre- 
vious year. Though our collection is not large 
it is extremely valuable. It is our custom to 
obtain lists of books from specialists in every 
department whenever possible, and in that way 
we avoid buying untrustworthy works. In fic- 
tion we endeavor to get only what is wholesome, 
but being very fallible, mistakes will sometimes 
creep in. Our aim is to build up, not to taint 
or to destroy, for the library should seek in every 
way toelevate its readers." — Library Newsletter. 


Wilmington, Del. Institute F. L. The library 
was opened to the public on Feb. 12, 1894, and 
at once entered upon a successful career. For 
the year ending Feb. 11, 1895, the home circu- 
lation reached the large total of 138,422, of 
which 78,313 were fiction and 48,878 juveniles. 
There are 7201 registered borrowers. Mr. 
Tyler writes: ‘‘ The disproportion between the 
number of miscellaneous works and those of 
fiction and juvenile is greater than it will be 
hereafter, partly because all the shelves were 
freely open to all comers, and partly because 
when the library opened the two departments 
named were the only ones ready for work, and 
all the others isi succession had to be withdrawn 
for classification and shelving, which was not 


books in the juvenile department are of an ex- 
ceptionally high grade, including a complete 
duplicate set of the Stories of the nations series, 
and are far from being the mere ‘ juvenile fic- 
tion’ usually served out to young readers. Oliver 
Optic, Castlemon, ef a/., are not to be found 
in our catalog.” 


Woodbury, N. J. Deptford Institute F. L. 
The Woodbury Library Company, which was 
organized over a century ago, has resolved to 
disband, and has turned over its entire collec- 
tion, comprising some 3500 v., to the newly 
opened Deptford Institute F. L. 


Yale Univ. L., New Haven, Ct. The library 
authorities have sent out a circular letter to 
Yale alumni asking for funds. They state that 
the needs of the library are growing in propor- 
tioa to the gain in other ways, and that though 
the library is well stocked, there is not a suffi- 
cient income to keep it in good administrative 
condition. The appeal is largely due to the fact 
that the $50,000 left by the Phelps estate has 
now been expended. 


FOREIGN. 


Aberdeen (Scotl.) P. L. Added, ref.1. 1757; 
total 24,399; added, lending |. 1495; total 22,241. 
Issued, home use 247,420 (fict. 51.45); ref. use 
17,351; no. borrowers 10,120. Receipts £1519. 
10.5; expenses £1472.14.8. 

The full sets of magazines contained in the 
reference-room form a very valuable feature of 
that department. The two special collections 
of the library — the James Walker and Croom 
Robertson collections — the former of which is 
devoted to music, the latter to mental philoso- 
phy and social economy, have been largely used. 
** Both are rich in works, some of which are 
absolutely rare, while others are such as it 
would be difficult, if not impossible, for the 
ordinary student toconsult, but for the fact that 
they are accessible in the public library. That 
they have been frequently used is the best evi- 
dence of the value of these collections to those 
fitted to appreciate them, and it is a testimony 
to the fact that, given aset of books of intrinsic 
worth and marked by a distinctive character, 
the public, if it has free access to it, will sooner 
or later discover its merits, and pay it the best 
of all tributes of recognition by turning it to 
practical account.” 

About 530 v. are kept on open shelves in 
the reference-room for free use. A modifi- 
cation of the two-book method is in use in the 
lending department, by which borrowers so 
desiring are allowed to take two books at atime, 
of which but one can be a novel or juvenile. 
During two months about 181 of these extra 
cards were issued. A branch reading-room was 
opened during the year, and the establishment 
of other branches is under consideration. 


Bournemouth (Eng.) P. L. The library was 
formally opened on Jan. 1, with elaborate ex- 
ercises, which were largely attended. It is 
established in a rented building in a central loca- 
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tion, is supported by the usual ‘‘ penny rate,” 
which produces £1100 yearly, of which about 
£650 will be needed for running expenses, and 
opens with 6000 v. inthe circulating department 
and 1000 v. in the reference department. 

The various addresses made at the opening 
have been printed and issued in pamphlet form. 
The method on which the library will be ad- 
ministered is thus described : 

** The system of lending the books, which the 
library committee has decided to adopt, had its 
genesis in America, and so far as this country 
is concerned has only been permanently adopted 
in one other public library. It is known as the 
‘open access’ system, and in the opinion of 
the best library experts is likely to revolutionize 
the ‘indicator’ and other well-known methods. 
The only place in England where it has been 
thoroughly tested is at the Clerkenwell Library, 
where our librarian has himself been trained. 
The basic principle of this free access is that in- 
stead of presenting yourself at a counter in the 
library in somewhat the same fashion as you go 
into a grocer’s shop, you will be admitted per- 
sonally into the sanctum sanctorum of the books 
themselves. We have adopted it for three 
reasons. It was preferred for its simplicity, 
then we found it was more expeditious, and we 
also knew it to be more economical. There is 
much less formality than in any other system; 
it has been found possible in practice for one 
assistant to mark off and charge 55 books in 25 
minutes; and in our own case we shall be able 
to work the library with a smaller staff than 
would be required ander the old method.” 

A letter regarding the new system was re- 
ceived from J. D. Brown, librarian ‘of the 
Clerkenwell Public Library. Mr. Brown says: 
‘*You may claim practically perfect honesty 
from the public in the most thorough test of 
open access ever attempted. As a result of is- 
suing 75,000 books to 3742 readers we have 
lost one small book on ‘ Boxing,’ and one on 
‘ Fencing '— this is very suggestive — total cost, 
Is. 4d. I cannot detect anything in the way of 
extra wear at all sothat any deteriora- 
tion which occurs will take years to manifest it- 
self. From the reader’s point of view, the sys- 
tem is practically perfect, as it affords a ready 
means of finding any given book, or a satisfac- 
tory substitute should what is wanted be out.” 


Hamilton (Ont., Can.) P. Z. Added 1816; 
total 21,639. Issued, home use 130,029 (fict. 
36.5 %; ‘* general literature” 30.05 £); lib. use 
(estimated) 83,575. 

It was decided at the annual meeting of the 
board to keep the library open on holidays or 
on portions of holidays. 


Toronto, Ont. Law Society of Upper Canada. 
(Rpt.) Added 1454; total not given. Attendance 
4070. Receipts not given; expenses $7997.10. 

Work upon the library extension will, it is 
thought, be completed by April. This will af- 
ford much-needed space for book storage and 
for the convenience of readers. 


Zwittau, Austria, Ottendorfer F. L. Added 
980; total 8280, Issued 53,431 (fict. 64%; juv. 
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20 ¥); reading-room attendance 16,432. New 
borrowers 226; total no. borrowers 1700. 

The circulation showed a decrease of 2106, 
as compared with the previous year; this is 
wholly attributed to the unfamiliarity of readers 
with the books or the library during the first 
year of its existence, which resulted in frequent 
exchanges of books drawn. In fiction, the 63 
volumes of Hackliinder were circulated 1500 
times, and the 62 volumes of Winterfeld 1488 
times, there being no duplicates of either au- 
thor. The borrowersare chiefly ‘‘ students and 
laboring people.” The trustees have opened 
several delivery stations in the immediate 
neighborhood of Zwittau. If these prove a 
success, similar branches will be established 
among the neighboring villages. Twenty-two 
free scientific lectures, concerts, and recitations 
were given during the year in the lecture hall 
of the library building. 


Gifts and Bequests. 

Champaign, Jil. Albert C, Burnham, of 
Champaign, Ill., has given to the board of direc- 
tors of the public library of that city two lots, 
valued at $5000, opposite the city park as site for 
a new library building; $35,000 in cash to provide 
the building, which should contain library, read- 
ing-room, and lecture hall ; and $10,000 as a 
memorial fund to be invested for the purchase 
of books. The building is to be known as the 
‘* Burnham Atheneum.” The aggregate value 
of Mr. Burnham's gift is $50,000. 


Cleveland, O. Western Reserve Univ. H.C. 
Hatch, a wealthy citizen of Cleveland, hasoffered 
to give a free library building to Adelbert Col- 
lege of the Western Reserve University. The 
building will cost $100,000, including books, 
and plans for it have been completed. It will 
be known as the Hatch Library. 


Doylestown, Pa. According to the will of the 
late Morris L, Fell, of Philadelphia, $30.000 is 
left — after the death of his wife and son, who are 
to have the use of it during their lifetime — for 
the establishment of a library building for 
the Doylestown Library Company. The sum is 
left in trust, $10,000 to be spent for a site and 
building, and $20,000 to be invested and the in- 
come devoted to the purchase of books, ‘‘ pro- 
vided that no part of the said income shall be 
used in the purchase of such books or other 
reading-matter as shall have for their distinct 
or especial object the diffusion of the doctrine of 
infidelity or the sectarian belief of any particular 
religious denomination.” 


Greenwich, Ct. Mrs. Anderson, daughter of 
the late Mrs. Jeremiah Milbank, of Greenwich, 
has decided to erect, as a memorial to her 
mother, a library and reading-room in that city. 
It will be built of stone,and will contain, be- 
sides the library and reading-room, a hall for 
lectures and entertainments. The plans have 
been drawn and work will begin in the spring. 
The cost will be about $100,000. 
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Groton, Ct. Bill L. Hon. Frederick Bill has 
created a fund of $10,000, the interest of’ which 
is to be applied for the maintenance of the Bill 
Memorial Library at Groton. 


Laconia, N. H. By the will of the late N. B. 
Gale, Laconia receives a bequest of $10,000 to 
= used in the erection of a stone library build- 
ng. 

Pittsfield, Mass. Judge Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, of the Massachusetts Supreme Court, 
has given to the Pittsfield Athenzum 10,000 
v. from the library of his father. 


Spencer, Mass. By the will of the late Richard 
Sugden, of Spencer, a business block, valued at 
$35,000, is left in trust to the town, the income 
to go to the Richard Sugden Free Public Li- 
brary. 


Winchester, Va. By the will the late 
Hon. John Handley, of Scranton, Pa., the city 
of Winchester, Va., receives a bequest of $250,- 
ooo for the establishment of a public library. 
The will is an eccentric one, the disposition of 
the estate being so tied up that it is doubtful 
if the library will materialize for years tocome, 
ifthen. The $250,000 bequeathed for the pur- 
pose is to be invested in bonds until it shall 
amount to $500,000, when it shall be used to 
erect and equip a free public library, to be known 
as “The Handley Library.” Not more than 
$250 of the bequest, however, is to be used in 
payment for the land and library building to be 
erected on it, and only the income of the amount 
is to be expended for maintenance. None of 
the real property, in which the estate largely 
consists, is to be sold for 20 years, during which 
time the executors are to retain it at rent, and 
turn the income over to the various legatees. 
The residue of the estate — the amount of which 
is not yet known — is bequeathed to the city of 
Winchester, to be accumulated for 30 years, 
and the income then expended in ‘‘ the erec- 
tion of school houses for the education of the 
poor.” 


Librarians. 


BisHop, Miss Fannie, has been appointed as- 
sistant librarian of the Kansas City Public Li- 
brary, succeeding Mrs. Jennie W. Newell, re- 
signed. 


Cor, Miss Ellen M. Announcement is made 
in the New York 7risune of Feb. 16, of the en- 
gagement of Miss E. M. Coe, chief librarian of 
the New York Free Circulating Library, to 
Rev. Dr. J. H. Rylance, rector of St. Mark’s 
P. E. Church, of New York City. 


DANA, J.C. The admirable articles on first 
principles of library work which Mr. Dana has 
been contributing for the past eight months to 
Books, the organ of the Denver Public Library, 
will, it is pleasant to note, be gathered into 
book form, and published at an early date, by 
the Carson-Harper Co. of Denver. The volume 


will be entitled ‘‘ Public library handbook,” and 
the chapters will cover all the simpler features 
of library routine. 


Davies, J: F., librarian of the Butte (Mont.) 
Public Library, has written an account of ‘‘ The 
great dynamite explosions at Butte, January 
15, 1895," which is published in a cloth-bound 
octavo beoklet, by a local press. 


Kinc, J. L., has succeeded the late H. J. 
Dennis as state librarian of Kansas. 


Rupp, G: P., formerly assistant librarian of 
Branch 1 of the Philadelphia Public Libraries, 
was, on Feb. 28, elected superintendent, or 
librarian-in-chief, of the Philadelphia Public 
Libraries. His duties will consist of the super- 
vision of the six libraries now controlled by the 
board of education, and the introduction of a 
uniform system of administration and organiza- 
tion. 

Taytor, W: Curtis. A leading artist of Ta- 
coma, Washington, Mr. Max Meyer, has com- 
pleted an excellent portrait of the first city 
librarian, W: Curtis Taylor, and presented it to 
the city. The library committee have had it 
hung in a conspicuous place in the book-room. 


VAN HogEVENBERG, Miss Alma Rogers, for- 
merly librarianat South Orange, N. J., is now at 
Nahant, Mass., as organizing librarian. She 
will have charge of the reorganizing and cata- 
loging of the library, about 10,000 volumes, 
training of the library attendants, and will super- 
vise the removal to the new building, now in 
course of construction. 


Cataloging and Classification. 


Acuiiar F. L., New York. Fiction list, Febru- 

ary, 1895. 32p. O. 

Title-a-line author list, printed on thin manilla 
paper; p. 29-32 are devoted to a list of histori- 
cal novels, arranged chronologically under 
countries. 


Tue series of articles relating to library 
work that have been appearing in Books, the 
organ of the Denver P. L., for the past half- 
year are continued in the February issue. In 
this number Classifying, Cataloging, Binding 
and rebinding, and Stock-taking are considered, 
and there is appended a useful list of ‘‘ books on 
library work,” including general works, catalogs, 


and bibliographies. 

Enocu Pratt F. L., of Baltimore. Finding- 
list of books and periodicals in the central 
library : supplement to fifth edition. Jan- 
uary, 1895. 118 p. O. 15 ¢. 


Printed by the linotype method, and similar 
in style and arrangement to the previous finding- 
lists of the library. 


Foster's MONTHLY REFERENCE Lists (Provi- 
dence P.L. Sudietin) for February cover “ Robert 


Louis Stevenson,” an admirable classed bibliog- 
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raphy of Stevenson's writings and books about 
him, biographical and critical ; *‘ Municipal 
government"; and ‘* German literature,” the 
latter including Goethe, Schiller, Lessing, Her- 
der, Wieland, Heine, Representative 19th cen- 
tury writers, and Illustrative material. 


HARTFORD (C?.) P. L. Boys’and girls’ books in 
the Hartford Public Library, 1895. 2d edi- 
tion, revised and enlarged. 104 p. O. 

A new and enlarged issue of Miss Hewins’ 
admirable reading-list for young people — which 
has long been a librarystandard. Includes good 
books of recent years and brings the list fully up 
to date. 


HARTFORD (C?.) P.L. Bulletin, v. 16, Nos. 1-4, 
1894; including new books added January- 
December, 1894, and books both new and old 
on fine arts and amusements. 56p.0O. roc. 


HeELena (Mont.) P. L. Bulletin 11, January, 


1895. 

This is the first bulletin issued since June, 
1894; it is wholly devoted to the list of new 
books. 


INDIANAPOLIS (/7d.) P. L. has issued a ‘‘ List 
of books on Washington and the American Rev. 
olution,” on a single four-column sheet, includ- 
ing history, biography, fiction, etc,, in one author 
alphabet. 


New HAvEN P. L. Bulletin, Nov.—Dec., 
1894. Classified list of books recently added. 
8 p. O. 


THe Library Newsletter (Osterhout F. L., 
Wilkesbarré) gives a page in its January num- 
ber to ‘‘A little trip to Egypt’’—a short de- 
scriptive article, citing some of the best books of 
travel, description, and history relating to the 
subject. 


The Brancu, Y.M.C. A. L., Mew 
York, has issued an excellent little pamphlet 
(‘* postal” size) list of ‘‘Select reading, "giving 
10 books in eight divisions of literature, selected 
and annotated by authorities on the subjects. 
The list covers ‘‘ Religion,” first course, ele- 
mentary, titles selected by Rev. J: R. Vincent 
and Rev. T. L. Cuyler; second course, ethical, 
by Prof. Tufts, of the University of Chicago ; 
‘* Economics,” by George Gunton ; ‘ Electrici- 
ty,” by W. J. Johnson, editor of the Zlectrical 
World ; ** Railroad,” by B. B. Adams, editor 
Railroad Gazette ; ‘* English and American liter- 
ature,” by Prof. J. H. Gilmore, first and second 
courses, 20 titles ; ‘‘ Fiction,” by Hamilton W. 
Mabie, editor Outlook, first and second courses, 
20 titles; ‘‘ Travel,” by Theodore Roosevelt ; 
‘*English and American history,” by Justin 
Winsor. 


RuTLAND (V7.) F. L. Selected list of books in 
the Rutland Free Library, for the use of 
teachers and pupils in the graded schools of 
Rutland ; prepared by Mary L. Titcomb, li- 


brarian, and Alfred Turner, superintendent of 
schools. Rutland, 1894. 24 p. T. 
Does not include books shelved in the refer- 


ence department. A good classed title-a-line 
list. 


The (.Vass.) P. L. BULLETIN for Febru- 
ary has a capital classed reading-list on ‘‘ Mu- 
nicipal government,” 

SLATER MEMORIAL Museum, Norwich, Ct. An 
exhibition of bookbindings, December, 1894. 
24 p. D. 

A useful little pamphlet, describing the chief 
epochs and styles of binding, famous binders of 
past and present, and terms used in bookbind- 
ing; prepared asa guide to a collection of bind- 
ings exhibited inthe museum. Contains ashort 
list of ‘‘ Books and articles of reference to be 
found in the Peck library.” 


The SprRINGFIELD (Afass.) P. L. prepared 
some time since, at the request of a prominent 
member of the Roman Catholic Church in that 
city, alist of the “ Catholic literature’ contained 
in the library. The list was printed in the Spring- 
field 7rijune of December 15, 1894. It contains 
some 200 titles and is devoted chiefly to religious 
biographies, sermons, and church annals, ex- 
cluding fiction. 


Rev. J. C. Srocksripce, of Providence, R. 
I., announces that but 25 copies of the edition 
de luxe of his ‘‘ Annotated catalogue of the Har- 
ris Collection of American poetry” remain for 
sale. The edition comprised 100 copies. Of 
the 1ooo copies of the octavo edition of the 
catalogue some 700 have been disposed of. 


U.S. Dept. of Agriculture. Library bulletin. 
February, 1895. Accessions to the libsary, 
Nov. -Dec., 1894. 8 p. O. 


CHANGED TITLES, 


‘* Tue fall of Athens,” by A. J. Church (L. 
Seeley & Co., 1895), is a revised edition of 
‘*Callias,” Flood & Vincent, 1891.—G. M. 
JONES. 

FULL NAMES. 
The following ave supplied by Harvard College Library. 


Blumer, G: Alder, avd Richardson, Alonzo 
Blair (Report of the fourth section of the Inter- 
national Congress of Charities, Chicago, June, 
1893); 

Heysinger, I: Winter (The source and mode 
of solar energy throughout the universe); 

Hopkins, Rufus Clement (Roses and thistles); 

Jenney, C: Albert (Report on insurance busi- 
ness in the United States at the eleventh census); 

McMurrich, James Playfair (A text-book of 
invertebrate morphology); 

Morrison, W: Albert (Morrison's practical 
engineer and mechanics’ guide) ; 

Penniman, James Hosmer (Prose dictation 
exercises from the English classics); 

Perrine, C: Dillon (Earthquakes in Califor- 
nia in 1893); 

Wyman, Ferdinand Adolphus (United States 
income tax law simplified for business men). 
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Bibliografp. 


ANNUAL AMERICAN CATALOGUE, 1894: being 
the full titles, with descriptive notes, of all 
books recorded in the Pxédlishers’ Weekly, 
1894, with author, title, and subject index, 
publishers’ annual lists, and directory of pub- 
lishers. [Fifth supplement to the American 
Catalogues, 1884-90.] N. Y. Office of the 
Publishers’ Weekly, 1895. cc. 17+211+142 p. 
O. hf. leath., $3.50. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIE générale et compléte des livres 
de droit et de jurisprudence publiés jusqu’au 
26 Octobre 1894, classée dans l’ordre des 
codes avec table alphabétique des matiéres 
et des noms des auteurs. Paris, Marchal & 
Billard, 1894. 8°, 1.25 fr. 

Marvin D., and Gerould, Ja. 
Thayer, comp. Bibliography of Dartmouth 
College and Hanover, N. H. [Reprinted 
from State librarian’s report.] Concord, 1894. 
72 p. O. 

Hoeptt, Ulrico, of Milan, has begun the publi- 
cation of a fac-simile reproduction of the famous 
**Codex Atlanticus” of Leonardo da Vinci, 
contained in the Ambrosian Library at Milan. 
Leonardo, from the commencement of his 
inventive life as a boy of 16 years, kepta 
manuscript record of his ideas and inventions, 
which he illustrated with sketches of military 
plans, fortifications, engines of war, architect- 
ure, and such other subjects as suggested 
themselves to his creative brain. Among his 
ideas is said to be one for a steam-engine. 
After his death his pupil and heir, Francisco 
Melzi, preserved these manuscripts until he 
died in 1570; they were then scattered, and 
part were secured by Pompeo Leoni, who, 
some 15 years later made up a volume out of 
what he had saved. About half a century 
later Count Galcazzo Arcovati, who had be- 
come owner of the volume, bequeathed it to 
the Ambrosian Library. In 1796 the French 
carried it away as spoils of war, but it was re- 
stored to the library after the downfall of 
Napoleon in 1815. The reproduction is to be 
issued serially in 35 parts. It will contain the 
original text, reproduced integrally, in helio- 
type, without the slighest variation in orthog- 
raphy, abbreviation, or punctuation, and also 
an orthographical version, to facilitate the 
reading of the original. Each part will con- 
tain 40 plates on special handmade paper. 
Not less than five parts are to be issued an- 
nually and the whole is to be completed by 
1g00. Only 280 copies are to be printed. 


Hystop, Ja. H. Elements of ethics. N. Y., 
Scribner, 1895. ¢. 7+470 p. O. cl., $2.50. 
Brief bibliographies are appended to the more 

important chapters. 

MEANS, Ja.,¢¢d. The aéronautical annual, 1895: 
devoted to the encouragement of experiments 


with aérial machines and to the advancement 
of the science of atrodynamics. Bost., W. B. 
Clarke & Co., [1895.] c. ‘94. 172 p. il. O. 
pap., $1. 

Contains a 5-p. bibliography of aéronautics. 


PFisteR, Ch. Les manuscrits allemands de la 
Bibliotheque Nationale relatifs 4 I’histoire de 
l’Alsace. Paris, Fischbacher, 1894. 8°, 6 fr. 


SHERBORN, C, Davis. A bibliography of Malaya, 
from June, 1892, to July, 1893. (Journal of 
the Straits branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, no, 27, p. 135-175.) 


Warner, Amos G. American charities: a 
study in philanthropy and economics. N. Y., 
T. Y. Crowell & Co., [1895.] c. ’94. D. 
(Lib. of economics and politics, no. 4.) cl., 
$1.75. 

There is a full bibliography, covering 11 
pages. 

Woop, Butler. A bibliography of the works of 
the Bronté family, including a list of books 
and magazine articles on the Brontés, to- 
gether with a notice of works relating to 
Haworth. (Bronté Society publications, part 
1.) 34 p. O. 

‘‘As many of the editions of the Bronté works 
are merely reprints of previous issues it has not 
been thought desirable to indicate more than a 
few of these, nor have collations of many of the 
ordinary editions been given, but all the impor- 
tant ones are entered and the collations given 
wherever possible.” The bibliography is ar- 
ranged in the following order: 1, Rev. Patrick 
Bronté; 2, Collected works and poems; 3, Char- 
lotte Bronté; 4, Emily Bronté; 5, Anne Bronté; 
6, Complete books on the Brontés; 7, Books 
partly on the Brontés; 8, Magazine articles on 
the Brontés; 9, List of books relating to 
Haworth. 

Wyss, G. v. Geschichte der Historiographie 
in der Schweiz. Herausgegeben durch die 
allgemeine geschichtsforschende Gesellschaft 
der Schweiz. Lieferung 1. Ziirich, Fisi & 


Beer, 1894. 80 p. 8°, 1.60 m. 
INDEXES. 

FLETCHER, W:1I., and Bowker, R: R. The 
annual literary index, 1894; including period- 
icals, American and English ; essays, book- 
chapters, etc.; with author-index, bibliogra- 
phies, and necrology; ed. with the co-operation 
of members of the American Library Associa- 
tion and of the LrpRARY JOURNAL staff. N.Y., 
Office of the “Pudblishers’ Weekly, 1895. c 
10+152+77 p. O. cl., $3.50. 

The third supplement to the last five-yearly 


volume of * Poole” (1887-91), and to the ‘‘A, 
L. A, Index.” 
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EDW. G. ALLEN’S 
London Agency for American Libraries, 


28 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, 
LONDON. 


(FORMERLY RICH & SONS.) 


Epw. G. ALLEN devotes himself entirely to library business. His long experience enables him 
to execute the orders of correspondents promptly, cheaply, and with thorough efficiency. His con- 
nection with all the Book Dealers in the United Kingdom gives him the command of the British 
Book Market, and qualifies him to serve his customers with special advantage, and to bring promptly 
under their notice all the stores of Literature, old and new, on sale in Great Britain. 


Books Supplied at a Small Commission on the Cost Price, with the usual Trade 
deductions, and forwarded by the quickest and cheapest routes, Second-hand 
Catalogues by early Mails, and no Commission charged on Orders 
from them. Periodicals and Newspapers Posted Promptly. 


No expensive sub-agencies at home or abroad. Foreign books on easy terms. 


Agency for the following Libraries and many others: 


Library of Congress, Washington, Colorado University. 
Libraries of Parliament, Ottawa, Toronto, Johns Hopkins University. 

and Quebec. Philadelphia Library Co. 
Amherst College. Peabody Institute, Baltimore, 
Boston Public Library, University of Pennsylvania, 
Brooklyn Library. University of Toronto, Can, 
Brown University. Watkinson Library, Hartford, Conn. 
Cornell University. Yale University. 
Enoch Pratt Free Library. Minneapolis Public Library. 
California University. 


BINDING. 

Cheap and Durable for Circulating Libraries. Specially Strong for Books of Reference. Superior 
Style for Works of Art. Imitation Antique for Rare Old Books. Calf Extra in Every Variety. 
Best Half-Binding for General Library Use. Pamphlets Bound at Cheap Rates. Law- 
Books in Law Calf. Cheap Binding in Cloth. Hard-Grained Roan, etc. Dilapl- 
dated Binding Neatly Repaired. Deficiencies of Rare Books Supplied in 
Exact Fac-Simile. Library Stamps to Order. 


We have been, for the last twenty years, personally cognizant of Mr. Allen's faitnfulness to the interests of 
his American customers. When a resident in Washington, ten years ago, we found that the immense Congressional 
Library largely supplied its shelves through Mr, Allen's London Agency. Many of the extensive libraries belonging 
to the Universities and Colleges in the East have also secured their Foreign Books from the same source, and we 
have heard from the officers of these Institutions frequent testimony to the scrupulous exactness with which their 
orders were always filled. . 

** We cannot, therefore, do a greater service to the Colleges and Universities of the West, to which these pres- 
eats shall come, than to advise that they employ this inexpensive agency for replenishing their Libraries with Eng- 
lish Books,"’—Presipent Weicn, Jowa State Agricultural College. 

**No better indorsement of Mr. Allen's Agency is possible than the list of leading libraries that continue to use 
it. For 3 years, strict integrity and unexcelled facilities have held the oid and made new patrons. The very large 
business built up demands only a smal! commission instead of the customary ro per cent. A library can safely 
entruat all its London orders to Mr. Allen without getting other estimates and fee: sure that it is not making a 
mistake.”"—Mecvit Dewry, State Library, New York. 


Edw. G. Allen’s American Library Agency, 
COVENT GARDEN, LONDON, 


MEMBER AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 
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THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO., 


5 and 7 East Sixteenth Street, New York, 


ree a specialty of supplying public, private, and school LIBRARIES, for which 
they have exceptional facilities through their connection with many of the largest houses 

as special agents, and by carrying the stock of all American Publishers. 

They are pleased to give estimates at lowest rates on lists of proposed purchases, and 
solicit correspondence with Librarians and other bookbuyers. 

This house is characterized by its Promptness, Carefulness, and Low 
Prices. 

There will be sent to any address on application a topically arranged General Library List 
selected from the books of all publishers. 


H. SOTHERAN & CO., ‘ii: 
Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and General Agents in Europe 
for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 


With exceptionally long experience in Library Agency, they can promise the best care, 
diligence, and discretion in everything relating to it, and in small matters as well as great. 
Established 1816, 


A Monthly Catalogue of Second-Hand Books. Specimen Number post free. 


140° Strand, Ww. Cc. and 37 Piccadilly, London. 


KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO., 


LIMITED, 


PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 

Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals im all Languages, offer their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 
TARIES, AND OTHERS. Careful attention given to every detail. Exceptional Facilities for 
obtaining Foreign and Scarce Books, BINDING OF EVERY DgsSCRIPTION UNDERTAKEN. Periodicals 
and Newspapers Promptly Supplied as issued. Books Shipped to all parts of the World at Lowest 
Rates. 


TERMS ON ALSO LisT OF LIGRARY APPLIANCES, HANDBOOKS, ETc. 


BOOKS WANTED. SITUATIONS WANTED. 

The Boston Book Co., 15% Beacon 8t., Boston, 

Mass. [Cash.] I DESIRE to obtain a position for a lady who has been 
Library Journal, any vols. or nos, employed here for the past ten months. She is a 
Cosmopolitan, 1880-89, any nos. graduate of the Pratt Institute Library School, Class of 
North American Review, any vols, or nos, before 1378. 1892, and jis a superior cataloger and classifier, and is 
Amer. Journal of Arc haology, any. competent to take full charge of library, having good 
Amer. Jo wrnal o f Education (Barnard), any vols. commendations from the Vassar, Binghamton, and Scran- 
New England Mag., Sept., 1890, 50 cents, ton libraries. A. W. Tyiaa, Wilmington, Delaware. 
Mag. of Western Frist: ory, any nos. 
Museum of Foreign Literature, set or vols, 
y ANTED.—POSITION as librarian by a woman 
Ind trained in the New York State Library School and 
‘Monthly ex V. 20, with four years’ practical experience in library work. 
Biblical Repertory, 1808-40, Address Lisrarian, care of Lisrary Journac. 

0. H., P. O. Box 94 
Library Journal, August, Bee. 3, WANTED. —A position as librarian by a young man of 
several years’ experience in college and university 

: Jersey City (N. J.) Free Public Lib. libraries and in a large book house. Addiess B. B., care 
Smithsonian Miscelianeous Collections, v, 28-36. Liprary Journac. 
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LONDON. 


LEIPZIG. 


PARIS. 


B. WESTERMANN & 


812 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
(ESTABLISHED 1848.) 
FOREIGN OFFICES AT LONDON, LEIPZIG, AND PARIS. 


A gents by appointment to many of the largest American and Foretgn 


College and Public Libraries. 


SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 


Terms on direct application for the supply of Foreign and American Books and Periodicals. 
Weekly shipments by the fleetest steamers from England, Germany, and France. Periodicals 
supplied at lower rates than mail copies and in better shape for binding. 


Rare Books and Sets of Serials procured at the lowest terms. 


Regular connections with 


Central and South America and all Oriental countries. 


Binding done here and abroad in every style. 


Auction Sales attended to. 


The Catalogues of Foreign Dealers—English, German, French, Italian, and Spanish—fur- 


nished on application. 


Monthly Bulletins of New Books issued regularly. 

With the help of a most complete Bibliographical Outfit in all languages and on all subjects, 
and the experience of many years in this particular line, estimates can be furnished promptly and 
information given on topics of interest to Librarians. 


Two important handbooks for the Li- 
brarian now ready. 


Annual 
Literary Index, 


1804, 


complements the ‘Annual American Catalogue” of 
books published in 1894, by indexing (1) articles in 
periodicals published in 1894; (2) essays and book-chap- 
ters in composite books of 1894; (3) authors of periodical 
articles and essays; (4) special bibliographies of 1894; 
(s) authors deceased in 1894, and, in its special features, 
supplements “ Poole’s Index to Periodical Literature, 
1887-92," and the “A. L. A. Index to General Litera- 
ture.”’ 


One octavo volume, cloth, $3.50. 


Office of THe WEEKLY, 


54 Duane STREET, 
P. O. Box 943, 


NEW YORK, 


Annual 
Catalogues, 


1804. 


The Annual American Catalogue for 1894 contains: 

(1) Directory of American Publishers issuing books 
in 1894. 

(2) Full-title Record, with descriptive notes, in au- 
thor-alphabet, of all books recorded in Tue 
Pusuisners’ 1894. 

(3) Author-, title-, and subject-index to same in one 
alphabet. 

(4) Publishers’ annual lists for 1894. 

The edition is limited, and to secure copies orders 
should be sent at once. The price te $3.50 
half leather; $3.00 in sheets. 

We also supply the English Catalogue for 894. rice 
$1.50, paper; the Annual American and English Cata- 
logues, 1894, can be had in one volume, half leather, $5.00. 


Office of THe PustisHers’ WEEKLY, 
54 DuANg STREET, 
P. O. Box 943, NEW YORK. 
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ESTABLISHED 1872 


LONDON: PARIS: LEIP2ia: 
30 WELLINGTON ST., STRAND. 76 Rue De Rennes. HospiTAt Srp. 10. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT 
Purchasing A gent for Colleges & Libraries 


810 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


(TWO DOORS ABOVE GRACE CHURCH) 


begs to call attention to his facilities for obtaining FoREIGN Books and 

PERIODICALS at more economical rates THAN ANY OTHER HOUSE IN AMERICA 

OR EUROPE can offer, because : 

He employs no Commission Agents, but has his own offices and 
clerks at London, Paris and Leipzig. He has open accounts 
with all the leading publishing houses in the world. 

His experience enables him to give information at once about 
rare and scarce books. 

He receives weekly shipments from England, France and Germany, and 
can thereby fill orders in quicker time. 


MORE THAN 200 LIBRARIES FAVOR HIM WITH THEIR ORDERS. 


SPECIAL REFERENCES, 


“Mr. Stechert has for years furnished this Library with most of its periodicals and European books, and has bought for us 
many thousand volumes. Mr. Stechert’s success is due to his constant personal attention to the business, and the reasonable 


terms he is able to offer. I consider a New York agent far preferable to reliance on foreign agents alone.” 
Gro. H. Baker, Librarian of Columbia College, New York. 


“Seven years ago, in reorganizing the Columbia College library, I spent much time in trying to discover how to get out 
foreign books and periodicals with the least delay, trouble and expense. The result of the comparison of three met . vizt 
ordering direct from foreign dealers, ordering through one agent in aw or ordering through one agent in New York showed 
us that it was te our advantage to give Mr. Stechert all our foreign orders, as he delivered in the library in a single package 
and with a single bill at as low cost as we were able with vastly greater trouble, to get a half dozen different packages in differ- 
ent bills from different places. In reorganizing the New York State Library, I opened the whole question anew, and the result 
of the comparison was the same as before, and we find that the library gets most for the time and money expended by taking 
advantage of Mr. Stechert's long experience, and the careful personal attention which he gives to our orders,”’ 

Me Dewey, Director of N. Y. State Library, Albany, N.Y. 


** Mr. G. E. Stechert of New York has served us with fidelity in procuring English, French and German books, both new 
and second hand and also periodicals. His terms are more reasonable than any others that have come to our notice, while he 
has always guarded our interests very carefully. We find it a great convenience to have one agency in New York, represented 
by branches in different European countries.” 


Prof. Arruur H. Patmer, Librarian of Adelbert College, Cleveland, O. 


“ Your methods and facilities for doing business, as I have examined them here as well as at the Leipzig and London ends, 
seem to me admirably progressive and thoroughly live. I deal with you because I judge it for the advantage of this library to 
do so, If I did not, I should not. Up to date I am unable to find a method which is, all thiags included, so economical of 


time and m dealing thi h ‘y 
Ernest C. Ricnarpson, Librarian of College of New Jersey, Princeton, N./. 


“Our library committee speaks in the highest terms of your services. You have not only saved us many dollars, but have 
thown an intelligent appreciation of our wants for which we thank 
A. 8. Act. Librarian of Reynolds Library, Rochester, N. ¥. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT, 
LOMMON. PARIS, LEIP7IG. NEW YORK. 
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